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ABS TRACT 
Teenage Marriage in Relation to 
Continuance in Schoo l 
by 
Marguerite Fryer, Master of Scie nc e 
Utah State University, 1967 
Major Professor: Dr . C. Jay Skidmore 
Department: Fami l y Living and Child Devel opment 
Thi s study was a comparison of th e t eenage married girls in school 
and the married girls who dropped out of schoo l in the Stockton Unified 
School Di strict, in St ock t on, California during the 1966- 67 schoo l year . 
The g irls who stay in school seem t o have a more conducive home en -
vironment than the girls who drop ou t of schoo l. The in sc hoo l girls 
had the f oll owing advantages: They had more fathers who approved of 
the i r marriage; they had a s i gnificantly larger number of mot hers who 
approve d of th e ir spou ses after marriage; they were not running away from 
parental authority; th eir parents had handled their sex education better 
in most c a ses ; the y could coun t o n f i nancial he lp f r om bo th their paren t s 
and their spouse 's parents . 
The g irls who stayed in school had important social and economica l 
factors which were in th e ir f a vor in thei r home and pe rsonal re l at i on-
ships with the ir husband. 
The girls who stayed in sc hoo l had more social, psychological str ength, 
economic resources, and more intel l ectual ability in the ir favo r whi ch 
e nabled th em t o continue their school wo rk . 
(90 pages) 
INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of this study has been to identify differences between 
the married teenage girls who stay in high school and the married teen-
age girls who drop out of high school . 
The Need For t he Study 
Teenage marriages are a concern to school administrators, parents, 
and society as a whole . Across the country mature people are viewing 
teenage marriages in different ways with much concern. Among th e abun-
dant evidence that changes are taking place are two fac ts established by 
the United States Census data. First, the average age of women at 
marriage has declined two years in the last half century. Second, statis-
tics demonstrate that high-school pregnancy is a signif i cant and rapid l y 
growing prob l em. Rieger (1963) states t hat school administrators and 
Guidance Counselors are concerned about early marriages because it means 
termination of education for most teenagers, which results in a waste 
of talent and creates a shortage of marketab l e skills fo r the individuals. 
Ivins (1960) revealed in his study that the dropout rates of married 
students in high school were very high. Moss and Gingles (1959) po int 
ou t that two types of girls are orientated toward early marriage: first, 
the emotionally insecure girl who feels pushed toward marr iage; second, 
the gir l wi th early physical maturation, a l ow aspiration l eve l and expe c -
t at i on of marital happiness. 
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The Present Prob l em 
One of the pres ent problems is lack of knowledge about th e married 
teenage girl. There is need f or a s tud y in which teenage girls who marry 
and stay in school have been compared with the girls who marry and drop 
out. Knowledge is neede d to gain insight into the differences hetween 
the two groups in the following areas : (1) What is she like in her 
family li fe setting with her parents and her brothers and sisters? 
(2) How does she see the school? (3) What are the husband-wife relation-
ships of teenage marriages? 
This study will attempt to def ine some factors concerning these 
vital questions in Stockt on School District. 
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REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
Horne and Parents 
High school mar r iages have become a vitally current topic of this 
day concerning parents, teachers, and school administrators. The main 
r e a son for this concern appears to be a l essening of control over teen-
agers. 
A rev iew of the literature indicates there is a r ea l need for a 
s tud y in which teenage marriages are compared with other t eenage marriages, 
as opposed to the common procedure of comparing such marriages to so 
called mature age marriage s . 
Why early marr iages 
Burc hinal (1958) approaches t he whys of high schoo l marriages by 
empha sizing the following: (1) the period in whic h the teenager l ives, 
(2) genera l prosperity and avai l abi lity of jobs, (3) wives' contribution 
to famil y incomes, (4) health credit and other insurance plans for 
covering baby costs and other unexpected expenses, (5) economic conditions 
fo r a financial success of married life , (6) mili tary service l owers 
the age of marriage, (7) freedom in dating, (8) a decline in direct 
parental and community supervision, (9) mass media's ideal of marriage 
and physical expr essions of love, (10) consciousness of adolescents 
in their sand wiched place between children and adults. 
In this setting how does the home and community inf luence the hi gh 
sc hool girl ' s dec ision to get married? First, a r ev i ew of s tudies showing 
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the age of teenage girls and their husbands. 
Age of couple 
Moss and Gingles (1959), Glick (1957), Womble (1966), and Barrish 
(1965) showed that a determining stabilizer among high schoo l brides and 
their grooms may be the fact that the girls tend to marry men on the 
average of five years their senior . The t endency was toward the groom ' s 
age ri sing as t he bride's decreased , which stresses the f act that the 
ma l e tends to be dominant in American culture. Thi s tendency t o marry 
young is peculiar to the United States . 
Causes f or e arly marriages 
Dating and going s t eady. Rutledge (1959) sta t ed that much conc ern 
had been shown about II going steady" as a modern phenomenon . There als o 
was some ev idence that go ing steady r epresents a r eturn to monogamy by 
some of the more stab l e you th s. 
Moss and Gingles (1961), Burchinal (1959), Barr i sh (1965), Rieger 
(1963) , and Anderson (19 63) point out th e fac ts that int eres t in the 
opposite sex develops early in the teens. This development r es ults in 
earl y dating for many girls; however, the sing l e gir l s dated several 
boys as compared with the early married groups, who t end to date only 
one boy, and many girls a r e not yet dating. Early dating means limit ing 
one's personality. However, it gives young people a c hance t o know each 
other we ll . Their studies indicated that never before in history has 
it been so important t o teenagers to reach adulthood as soon as possible. 
The tend ency pointed toward moving from a stage of depend ency to indepen-
dence. This jump appears to be too grea t for the teenage marriages and, 
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as a result, problems arise. 
Stead y dating has a st rong appeal for two rea sons : first, steady 
dating provides the love , counseling, advic e, understanding and security 
the teenage r des ire s. Second, many activ iti es are set up for couples. 
The studies reveal that the earlier a girl starts dating the greater 
he r chances are for an early marriage. 
Parton (1958) and Avery (1961) seem to imp l y that our culture 
stimulates romantic and sexual interests , and glamorizes marriage through 
mass media which in f luences the youngs ter s. 
Lack of sex educat i on in the home. Remmers and Radler (195 7), 
Butterfield (1962), and Pope and Knudsen (19 65) reported that the home 
has fai l ed t o assure a high degree of responsibility t oward sex informa-
tion. Thes e studies indicate that the parents gave the students the 
info rmation too l ate or fa ile d to do so at any time. The studies also 
s tress the facts that contraceptive t echniques in practice are too risky 
for poorly informed and inexperi e nced, guilt - ridden couples . 
Why are parents failing to give their chi l dren information perta ining 
to sex? Hurlock (1955), Powe ll (1963), and Rogers (1962) indicate the 
following reasons: (1) Parents do not know how detail ed their responses 
shou ld be t o questions asked by their children. (2) Parents lack words 
to exp lain sex or they put it of f to a later date and never do bring up 
the sub ject for discussion . (3) Time and science have lef t a gap between 
the viewpoint held by parents and the ir children. (4) Parents f ail to 
realize how fast their children are growing up and often misjudge giving 
the inf ormation at the a ppropriat e time. (5) Parent s think their chi ldren 
hear enough abou t sex without their add ing to it. (6) The parents are not 
close enough to their children t o bring up the subject to them or to have 
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the children come to them with questions. (7) The subjec t i s too personal 
to the parents. They are not able to break down their r eserves. (8) 
Religious background inhibits parents from giving sex information . 
Kirkendall (1961) has listed some possible reasons for indulgence in 
premarital sex relations : 
(1) Sexual exp loitations . At times it is used to satisfy 
individual desires. (2) Difficulties in commun ication , such 
as internatized taboos, which discourage frank objec tive dis-
cussions of sex. (3) Negative attitudes and values: For males 
especially sex experience is associated with symbols of suc-
cess. Females are under pressure, therefore, to develop a 
steady relationship regardless of cost and the ma l e is moti-
vated to prove hi s prowess. (4) Sex antagon i sms and hos tili-
ties: The boy may be driven toward aggressive behavior by 
reacti ons against a felt mother d-omination (woman) at home 
and school, or by the privileges and expec tation of the double 
standard. (5) Biological and social sex differences. (6) 
Deficiencies in personal adjustments. (7) An irrational 
moral code . (8) Inadequate socia l arrangements. (Kirkendall, 
1961, p. 19) 
Lawton (1965, p. 13-21) states that apparently many parents are 
unaware of the ext ent of unchastity among the youth. Out of 15,000 girls 
in a certain public high school, 3,750 had sex experiences . The Gilbert 
Youth Organization, studying teenage v acations in five Cit ies, found 
that seven youths in ten drank hard liquor, one in five went to sex 
orgies, half went to "wild parties, 1I 60 per cent necked and pet t ed in 
groups, over half admitted sex r e lations. This may in large measure be 
due to over one-half of the youth being unchaperoned on their vacations . 
Escape unhappy home. Burchinal (1958) stressed that t eenage marriage 
was for the following reasons: (1) Marriage often i s an escape from a 
broken or unha ppy home. (2) Marriage is an esca pe from an unsatisfactory 
school experience, or from communities whi ch young people do no t like 
and want to leave. (3) The girls reared in such an atmosphere l ook for 
an escape i nto a home where t hey fee l th ey can cr eate happiness. (4) 
Domes ticit y l ooks like an answer to th e gi rl s who are fail ing in school 
or having problems with their families. (5) Marriage appears to be an 
answer for gir l s who lack affectio n a nd warmth at home . (6) Marriage 
appears t o be a way of avoiding frustrations caused by growing up too 
fas t or avoiding parenta l au thori ty. 
Moss and Gingles (1959) reported that girl s marry early f or the 
following reasons : (1) They tend to have l ess sat i sfying relati onships 
with their parental familie s. (2) There was a socio - econom ic status 
fac t or, evidence of parents' educational l eve l being l ow . (3) The girl s 
no t interested in going on to college. 
Burchinal (1960) and Mower (1935) pointed out that historically , 
high school marriages have been more common among girls of lower social-
economic backgro und. Mower also stresses tha t a one -parent family was 
indeed a very unfortunat e situation. He repor t s that socie t y doesn't 
consider the children e nough when divorces and se parat ions are granted. 
Parents' attitudes 
Forcing children to grow up too soon. Riege r (1963) and Bartholomew 
(196 2) b l ame par e nt s for many t eenage marriages because they push their 
childre n int o activities too ear l y, into private lessons too soon, and 
into social affairs t oo soon . Pare nts are opening doors to adult living 
t oo early. They stresse d the importance of each parent understanding 
and talking to his own child ab out dating, marriage, and premarital sex. 
They also indicated that parents were no t chaperoning parties , or being 
ale rt to all si tuations and in short being a guiding friend t o their 
teenager. Rieger bears upon the point that parents want social success 
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for their children which in r e turn means status fo r them as well. 
Teenagers need r es ponsibility . Blake (1966) indicated that t een-
age r s get almost no he lp in learning how to be responsible afte r having 
been encouraged to be non-res pons ible for years. 
Wombl e (1966) stresses that in order to be marriageable a pe rson 
must also be ab l e to adapt to many changes. He enhances the inter-
personal r elationships with favorabl e conditions which contribute toward 
adaptability such as chil dhood happiness , superior happiness of parents 
in their marriage, lack of conflict with mother, some discipline, s trong 
attachment for mo ther, lack of conflict with f ather, paren tal frankness 
about matters of sex, infrequency and mildness of childhood punishment, 
premarital attitudes free from di sgus t toward sex , and a strong attach-
ment to father. 
Lack of control . Landman (1961) quoted Lena Levine , a psychiatrist, 
many times in regard to teenagers marrying to defy their parent s , and 
their need for showing independence. 
Hankins (1961) points out that parental contro l has had quite an 
effect on teenagers in their attitudes toward marriage. He indicated 
that most parents encourage dating without realizing what the y have 
started or the advanced si tuation they have put the ir chi ldren in with-
out mature knowledge to help them. 
Parents do not have strict contro l s on their children. More freedom 
calls for more responsibilities which pare nts have not added, according 
to Hankins. 
Burt (195 7, p. 44) quotes Dr. George Harkness, "The young pe rson 
of today, growing up a s they have had to in the midst of an adult genera-
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tion in turmoil and with a war and military service in the offering, can 
hardly be blamed for the consistent moral ideals and a settled purpose." 
Burchinal found some evidence that the fol lowing list contributes 
toward youthful marriage s : 
(1) A reflection of our times and the need of young people 
to find someone from whom they can have unquestionable loyalty, 
aff~cLion anJ warillth . (2) A reflection of the pursuit of the 
personal happiness in which marriage and the acceptances of 
family obligations are not seen as burdens, but as providing 
for immediate satisfac tions . (3) Encouragement from the con-
t emporary romantic and glamorous image of marriage and un-
realistic over-evaluation of marriage . (4) The band -wagon 
effect; one marriage contributes to another and soon "everybody 
is doing it." (5) The impact of World War II, the Korean War, 
and the continuation of the draft in fosteri ng and sustaining 
youthful marriage. (6) Acceleration of the adult status as 
reflec ted in advanced l eve ls of heterosexual behavior at younger 
years. (7) Stimulation of sexual dress by sex appeals and the 
intense physical expression of love in our mass media leading 
to difficulties in handling sexual arousal and increased 
llforce dll marriages as the result of the inability or unwilling-
ness to postpone sexual gratifica tion until after marriage. 
(8) An escape from unhappy homes, school or community situation. 
(9) Cross-religious marriage rates. (10) Younger girls and 
slightly older husbands. (11) Girls who marr y while in school 
are generally in their junior or senior year. (12) Premari tal 
pregnancy is highest among couples in which both parties are 
still of school age. (13) Young marriages are not elopements, 
but reflect the charact eristics of conventional weddings. (14) 
Young marriages disproportionately involve persons with lower 
or working class background. (Burchinal, 1960, p. 6- 24) 
Spicer (1960) indicated that teenagers are sometimes anxious to 
get married because their parents are so strict and they are fed up with 
living at home; also to be considered are the growing restlessness of 
the younger generation, lack of discipline, and lessened contact with 
their parents . 
Anderson (1963) reported similar findings such as: children were 
not being discouraged in th e ir early dating patterns, adults were pushing 
their children into adult-type parties and, most important, parents were 
not taking time for their child ren's social problems or take them as 
being serious, which results in losing t he chi ldren' s confidence. 
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Moss and Gingles (1959) have shown that the girl s ' paren tal families 
and their communities seem to be accepting you ng coupl es once the mar-
r iage occurs. 
Marital Relationships 
Teenage girls 'tvho marry ear l y are faced with many crucial marriage 
adjustments . They are challenged mainly with the complex problems of 
employment, money, credit, immaturity, and sexual adjustment. They are 
also forc e d to make a decision on long term e ducational obj ec tives that 
will even tuall y enhance security and s tability or t o take a less skilled 
job and do the best they can withou t completing thei r high school education. 
Changing Times (June 1964) states that gir l s marry earlier than they 
used to, and that they are more money minded than the generation before 
them. There are about 73,000 newlywed girls sti ll in high sch ool . How-
ever, a study reported by PTA Magazine, covering 3,499 t eenagers, found 
tha t teenagers do not take marriage lightly.. Ninety per cent of the 
girl s and e ighty per cent of the boys were sure it s hould be fo r ever. 
Onl y about one out of ten felt that "only love" should matter in choosing 
a mate. 
Employment 
Burchinal (1959) points ou t that among high school marriages, 12 
per cent of th e husband s we re high se'lool students, 7 pe r cent were in 
college and another 4 per cent were unemployed. So 23 per cent of the 
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husband s did not have a steady job at the time of their marriage, the 
largest single group, about 30 per cent, were unskilled workers. 
Changing Times (June 1964) reports that for thousands of new brides, 
the end of the honeymoon signals a return to work as wel l as assumption 
of wifely chores. At the present rate, between one-third and one - half 
of the new brides can expecL Lv take on o utside j obs during their mar-
ried life. 
Money and credit 
Herrmann (1965) points out that the youthful marriages usuall y have 
a low income even if they both work. Parents often ar e wi lling to help, 
but that in many cases can cause problems. For newl ywe ds very often the 
biggest is one of learning to stand on their own feet and not asking for 
financial he lp or support in marital problems f rom ei ther of their par-
ents. 
Changing Times (1965) s tates tha t you ng married couples are quick 
to acquire things. They start out in an apartment, but expec t to move 
up the ladder very rapidly. Their savings were almost nil, and they 
have a net worth of l ess than $250 . 
Burchinal (1959) found that the incomes ranged from nothing per 
week for two couples t o $110 a week for one couple. The average was 
about $57 a week or $3,000 per year . The parents often he lped in many 
diffe r en t ways s uch as making the down payment on furniture or a car, 
buying gr ocer i es, providing ex tra money or s i gning with them on buying 
a home. 
Rieger (1963) pointed out that economic factors favor earlier 
marriage because money was freer, and young people were used t o handl ing 
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money without accounting for it . 
Emot i ons 
Moss and Gingles (1959) findings were reported as fo llows: ( 1) 
Girls who marry early are emotionally l ess stable than those who marry 
later. (2) Girls by their own criteria have a readienss for marriage. 
(3) Leisure time activities and interest areas of these young couples 
seem to emphasize the separate man and woman wor l d in which they have 
been conditioned. (4) The teenagers did not see sexual relations as a 
problem, however, a large number felt that it had been a problem. Physi -
cally, teens are adults but seldom are they emotiona lly mature . 
Negative side of teenage marriages 
Sex as a problem. Parton (1958) believes there has been a change in 
sexua l attitudes. Many high school girls get married because they have 
to get married , and an equa l numbe r of girls in school get pregnant every 
year but do not get married. They just disappear for a semester and then 
come back withou t any baby. 
Sugarman ( 1965) stresses that sexual des ires come to boys in a grea t 
rus h of emo t ion--an immediate, specific desire, quite apart f r om the 
deeper emotions of love and tenderness of the girls . A g ir l ' s ~exual 
drives and her heart work together; however, a boy' s emotions do not 
always work this way. 
Often girl s r ealize tha t their act i ons are rebellion against paren-
tal author ity or a despe rate search rather than a response to normal 
sexual appetites . 
Sugarman s ta tes that the psychological dangers of sexual relations 
are: (1) the letdown when the girl rea li zes that sexual compat ibility 
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takes months to achieve, (2) her fear of being pregnant, (3) the feeling 
of guilt about the whole thing, (4) her fears are well founded because 
studies show that twice as many engagements are broken among couples who 
have had intercourse . 
Silberman (1966) indicates that one bride out of every five is 
pregnant. Among teenagers the rate is probably closer to two out of 
five, and may be considerably higher. 
A change in sexual attitude. A generation ago the best solution to 
a premarital pregnancy was t o ge t the couple married if the boy was wil -
ling. Now social and church agencies, and even parents, realize that two 
wrongs do not make a right. Forced weddings need a second look. If the 
couple have neither the desire nor the maturity to marry they should 
realize that the chances for survival are small and the very thing they 
were trying to prevent would in the end still mean a fatherless baby . 
Silberman (1966) quotes a premarital pregnant bride: 
At least now some people think premarital sex is all 
right, but everybody still thinks that premarital pregnancy 
is all wrong. Peopl e talk about the sexual revolution, 
but ask any girl who got pregnant just how emancipated 
she and her boyfriend felt. Ask her just how modern their 
parents were . Chances are yo u won't hear much talk about 
the big change in sex codes. You'll hear the same old 
puritanism. (Silberman, 1966, p. 146) 
Finck's ( 1966) study in which he studied 42 women who were pregnant 
at the time of their marriage, found one generalization that held true 
80 per cent of the time. Four out of every five women had not known the 
influence of their fathers during their growing years. Thirty-four of 
the women had suffered either the ac t ual or the emotional absence of 
their father. As divorce becomes increasingly commonplace and as our 
culture moves away from producing the autocratic, Victorian father, the 
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mother becomes the dominant figure in many fami lies. Dr. Finck speculates 
that a wistful longing for a father may lead the girl into an intimate 
relationship with a man who serves as his emotional replacement. 
Divorce as a problem . Burchinal (1959a) points out that marriages 
of couples who are less than 19 years of age run the risk of greater 
marital di scord than those who marry at a later age. 
Gladden and Whitt (1966) r eported that annulment and divorce rates 
and the probability of second and third marriages is greatest among women 
married for the first time at age 19 or younger. 
Harold Christenson's (1953) study of Utah and Indiana Counties 
found that one-fifth of the pregnancy marriages had ended in divorce, 
as compared with half that proportion of other marriages with children. 
They also quarreled more and although the differences were not great, they 
nevertheless existed. 
Newsweek (1967) pointed out that the children that are caught in 
the midst of this turmoil never know what it is like to have two happy 
parents, living with them all of the time to guide and love them. These 
children often obtain a warped outlook on marriage and of ten are found 
to follow the same pattern as their parents that are divorced. 
Mowe r (1935) bears upon thi s point by adding that the act of deser-
tion or divorc e is merely the informal or forma l recognition of conflicts 
that have been and still are existing in the home. The conflicts and 
tensions that preceed these act ions in the family living pattern are the 
actual causes, 
The so lid economical needs for gett ing married that existed in 
early America have vanished and because of this change teenagers see 
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romantic reasons in place of companionship in choosing a mate. This re-
sults in many problems. 
Debat e (1966) stresses the point that one out of three marriages 
made by people under the age of twenty-two end in divorce. Although 
one of the striking developments in American marriages today is this 
increased stress on companionsh ip, even now family e~onomics seems to 
100m larger than companionship. 
Teenagers who have a satisfying sense of self, and who anticipate 
open doors to future education and jobs, are less like l y to fall in love 
and get married earlier than those who have no great expec tation of future 
success. 
Changing Times (1965) stresses the point that the odds against 
success for teenage marriages were one out of two that they will end up 
in separation in the divorce courts . The chances for the success of 
teenage marriages in the Unit ed States were only about a third as good 
as those couples marrying in their twenties. 
The Family Service Association reported that teenagers are not so 
sure about their marriage. An attitude frequent ly encountered was that 
"I f it doesn't work, I can always get a divorce." 
And divorce they do, as the figures show an upward swing of 70,000 
teenagers who have married regrettingly. The reasons were money and 
immaturity (Changing Times, p. 9). 
Rutledge (1959), in a lecture to th e American Association of Marriage 
Counselors, s tated tha t there has been an accusing finger pointed at 
youthful marriages a s a primary cause for the rampant divorc e rate ; 
however, the studies often overlook the facts that these ear ly marriages 
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represented a rebellion against insecure parentage which tried to find 
l os t satisfactions through their children. On the positive side, youth 
who married early were trying to find a healthier family than the one 
they had known, one in which love would pervade the daily atmosphere. 
In retrospect, was youth in the chronological sense the ones that des-
troyed the marriages, or were they the victims of an era of culLural 
evolution? 
Avery (1961), in the same view, adds that instead of saying more 
than 20 per cent of the earl y marriages are failures, can't one say that 
at l east 80 per cent of the early marriages in our society are successful. 
To this society might add, "What makes them succeed?" The answers 
are issues which were made by the older generation such as: (1) install-
ment buying, ( 2) war and military service, (3) increasing income, (4) 
employment of women, (5) easier divorce, (6) influence of the romantic 
conception. 
Most of these changes which result in influencing ear ly marriage 
were impressed upon a happy socie t y . Adve rtisements illustrate great 
emphases on the traditional values of the home , the famil y and woman's 
place therein. Also the breakdown of sex taboos and a corresponding 
increas e in premarital sexual intercourse, especially for females, has 
left its effect upon society. 
Lack of interest in going to college. Heiss (1960) states that 
students who do not expect to go t o college should reveal considerable 
marriage orientation. 
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Positive side of teenage marriage 
Making marriage work. Moss and Gingles (1959) Nebraska study found 
that marriage could work if the couples involved were precociously 
mature, well aware of what they were getting into, and stubborn about 
achieving joint goals together. Their background shows solid individuals 
with experiences in personal responsibilit y. They had the ability to 
think of the future, to understand what life is about, and above all, 
t o understand and respect each other's needs . 
School 
The school ha s a unique position. First, it has the state, govern-
ment, home and church influencing what it must and must not teach, and 
in several ways it is a catch-all for duties which both the home and 
churches have not been supplying to some of the students. Again, it i s 
because of the school ' s unique position that they are sometimes able to 
replace fami l y living. 
The school has at l eas t two jobs: First, they need the school to 
run as smoothly as possibl e ; and second most important, they are charged 
with developing a well-rounded individual. The schoo l has the children 
during about half of the ir waking hours and in some cases have the 
children more than their working parents. The school must try to fi ll 
in the gaps or overlap the children 's nee ds among the four big societies 
of their lives which are the home, community, church and school. 
Legal action 
Garber (1960) and Sperry and Thompson (1961) pointed out the court 
decision s on married students in high school over the years. The problems 
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became interwoven with school po li cies and marital prob l ems. Principals 
vi ewed married student s as a problem and, looking on l y at their first 
duty of running a smooth school, the fe l t married students shou ld be 
home . However, as more and more s tudents married and wished to s ta y in 
school , principals we r e fo rced to change or view the picture in a dif-
ferent light. 
Married s tudents v i ewed as a problem 
Cavan and Be l ing (1958), Sperry and Thompson (19 60), Ivins (1960), 
and Landis (1956) found that student s had been viewed a s prob l ems by 
more than hal f of the principals in their s tudies. Also the most recent 
s tudies of In se lberg (1962), Gladden and Whitt (1966 ), and Gilbert (1965) 
are finding the s ame t rend . 
The r easons given by the s tudies were: (1) inf luence on othe r students 
to marry, (2) discuss personal marital experi e nce s with other stude nts, 
(3) unfavorabl e influences with other stud ent s, (4) they just don't fit 
in , (5) they expect spec ial privileges, (6) poor attendance and drop-
out , (7) they are imma ture , (8 ) poo r scholastic achievement, (9) lac k of 
participation in school activities , (10) fi nancial problems, (11) preg-
nanc y or rumors of pregnanc y, (12) criticism from citizens in the 
community. 
Family li fe (with sex education 
included) pr ogram 
Sperry and Thompson (1961), Burchinal (1958), Hobart (1962), Landis 
(1956), Garber (1960), I v ins (1960), Rieger (1963), Inse lberg (1962), 
Southard (19 67 ), Thompson, Nelson and Farwell (1965) and Fink (1951) 
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pointed out the lack of family lfe education in the high schools and the 
great need for it. They also s tessed the fact that schools which did 
offer family living classes do 9 at the junior or senior high level, 
and that this instruction may :oe t oo late for many boys and girls. 
They emphasized the ironic laCK lf insight into the problem by adminis-
trators and parents by pointi~)ut that we h e lp our young people acquire 
skills for their life careers ~rl then assume they just natural l y will 
be ready for a satisfactory manage. 
The programs should inclill,a sound philosophy which was supported 
by the local community, and ccnptent teachers were needed. Other needs 
for the program named were: ~ ; to help prepare students t o understand 
the adult society; (2) to give pysiological information; (3) to explain 
facts about legal and moral a tt:udes toward sex, marriage, birth control, 
abortion and divorce; (4) t o ffiourage young people to evaluate the 
possibl e consequences of an e&} steady dating; (5) to he lp students 
gain insight into the problems c .n early marriage; (6) to help students 
establish satisfactory values Ec their motivations, n eeds, and degree 
of maturity; (7) to promote ar ll<b rstanding of what marriage entails 
and of the family deve lopme nt taks; (8) to insure the survival of the 
family by building a solid unceEtanding of marriage. 
Op position for sex educatio Ln the school. Some of the oppositions 
against sex education in the sobol were listed as follows : (1) religious 
beliefs of parents and patronE;:e not in favor of the school teaching 
sex education; (2) teachers bclo", sex education is difficult to teach 
pr operly and their fear of refI" 3al prevents them from wanting to teach 
it; (3) conservatives and tracilolalists hold viewpoints that the schools 
have already assumed too many of tle obligations of the home and o t her 
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soc ial agencies; (4) the voc i ferous minority aga ins t sex e duca ti on in the 
school s has intimida t ed school administrators . 
Fink (1951), Stain and Eggert (1955), and Kirkendall (1953) have 
found in their studies that four out of five adults believed the schoo l 
should offer instruction , that only small minorities opposed sex e duca-
tion in the schools, and that youngsters didn't have authentic informa-
tion about sex and fami l y living insight to hel p them in their own home. 
Bennefiel and Zimnavoda (1962) found that ove r 90 per cent of the 
peop l e indicated such instruction was helpful. 
Drop-out s 
Ag e and grade dropped out . Gladden and Whitt (1966), Inse lberg 
(1962), Gilbert (1965), Ivins (19 60 ), Burchinal (1960), and Sandison 
(1966) fo und the highest drop-out s t o be among the pregnant sophomor e 
g irls, and next the junior pregnant girls, except Sandison's study where 
the eleventh grade was the most vu lnerabl e grade. On a national scale 
the tenth grade was also the final grade for the majority of drop-outs. 
In a large number of cases the pattern for dr opout among girls was as 
follows: (1) They were pregnant. ( 2) They we r e not active in extra 
curricular activities. (3) They were critical of teachers' attitud es , 
and students' attitudes toward the teacher. (4) They lacked money. 
(5) They enjoyed the role of homemaker. 
Guidance and counseling 
Sperr y and Thompson (1961), Cavan and Beling (1958), Hobart (1962), 
Landi s (195 6), Ivins (1960), and I selberg (1962) pointed out the need 
f or counse ling and gu idance among the hi gh schoo l s tudents. A large 
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number of the schools did not have counselors as such or the schools that 
did have counselors reported their need for more. The married stude nts 
were in need of counseling and help in accepting their new status, as 
would be expected when an adolescent prematurely en t ers adu l t status. 
Pregnancy undoubtedly was consider ed the most serious problem the counse-
lors had to deal with among the marri ed gir l s . 
Facts and figures as reported 
by schools 
Gilbert's Mississippi study (1965) showed: the quality of work done 
by the married studen ts was rated by over 12 per cent of the principals 
as excellent; 14 per cent above average; 46 per cent average; 20 per cent 
below average; and 4 per cent failing . 
Burchinal (19 60) shows that more girls married during the ir senior 
year; that the average age of marriage was approximate l y 17; their husbands' 
average age was 19.5; their husbands' average e ducational level was the 
eleventh grade . 
Cavan and Beling (1958) reported that in the year 1956-1957 1.4 
per cent of the sophomores, 1.8 per cent of the jun iors , and 4.1 per 
cent of the seniors were married. 
Ivins (1960) reported from New Mexico the following facts and figures: 
In 1957-58 the rate of student marriage was 1.3 per cent. (2) The drop 
out rate for married s tud ents was very high. (3) Seventy-one out of 
450 marriages, or 15.7 per cent, were attributed directly to pregnancies. 
Moss and Gingles' (1959) Ne braska study reveals the following: 
(1) Adjustment difficulties of girls who marry early are more related to 
their personal than to their social adjustment because there were no signi-
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ficant diffe rences be twe en the g irls who wer e married and the non-
married girl s . (2) Girls wh o marry early t end to have less s a tisfying 
relationships with the ir familie s . (3) Twice as many non-married girls 
had plans for college. (4) The early marri ed girls' mothers' education 
mean was 10.6 and 9 . 4 for her father. (5) Ninety-five per cent of the 
married girls indicat ed they we r e ready f or marriage . (6) The husband 
on the average is 5.4 years olde r than the high school wife. (7) 31 
per cent of the girls r e ported that they wer e pregnant at the time of 
their marriage. (8) Girls who marry earl y are emotionally l e ss stable. 
(9) Early dating practices are associate d with early marriages. 
Inse lberg (1962) reported the following from he r Ohio study: (1) 
The mean ag e of the married high school girl was 16.4 and 19.9 years 
for her husband. (2) The husbands' occupations were main l y skilled 
craftsme n, semi-skille d and unskil led worker s . (3) The couples r e ported 
financial difficultie s and they had conside rably l e s s money with which to 
conduct their married life. (4) The mean income wa s $3,776 . (5) Forty 
per cent of the high s choo l birdes said i f they had the chance to go back 
they would postpone marriage. (6) They c omplained of their husbands 
running around too much . (7) Hu s bands r e ported the high school bride to 
be unduly j ealous. (8) Sex adjustment didn't seem to be a concern to 
either group . 
Gladden and Whitt (1966) r e ported from Kentucky with the fo llowing 
findings: (1) Both teachers and students appeared to disapprove of their 
married classmates continuing to attend school. (2) Most of the princi-
pal s stated that their married students have about the same or somewhat 
better academic records after their marriage. (3) A high percentage of 
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the youngsters who marry while attending school are from families whose 
annual income is over $5,000. (4) Earl y marr iage does tend t o result in 
lower social class. (5) The married students are a " problem. " (6) 
They rec ommend more counsel ing, more programs and units in family life 
education, and an increase in the number of voca tiona l schools . (7) 
They felt that schools t ha t adjusted to the presence of marri ed students 
became l ess concerned abou t the "moral" problems . ( 8) The foc us was 
on the improvemen t of the chances of all students t o complete high school 
and t o become be tt er pr epar ed fo r adul t life . (9) Of the schools answer -
ing the questionnaire, only 28 r epor ted co - sexual education. 
I vins (19 60) conc l udes the following reasons for t eenage marriages: 
(1) pregnancy, (2) influences of previously married student s or influence 
of a fad among the s tudentbody, (3) escapades in which marriages are 
ins pired by "dares," drinking, bravado, or similar circumstances, (4) 
a combination of any of the previously named f actor s . 
A pa per by Bartz and Nye (1966), which was r ead a t a nat ional meeting 
of the Ame rican Socio logical Associa tion a t Miami Beach, Florida (Augu s t 
1966) offer ed the se additional hypotheses which have considerable support 
in the literature on the pehnomenon of ear l y marriage : (1) The earlier 
a g irl begin s to dat e steadi l y , the more likely earl y marriage will occur. 
(2) The more s teady boy friends a girl ha s in high school, the more like ly 
earl y marriage wil l occur. (3) If a girl becomes pr e-maritally pregnant 
at an early age it i s more likely early marriage will occur . (4) The 
l ess socially adjusted and the l ess emotionally adjusted either the 
boy or girl i s , the mor e like ly an early marriage will occur . (5) The 
more satisfactions anticipated by the girl and the more optimistic 
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the girl is that he r anticipations will be fulfilled, the more likely 
an early marriage will occur. (6) The l ess interest or ability a boy or 
girl has in pursuing formal education, the more like ly an early marriage 
will occur. 
The girl's reaction to premarital pregnancy . Hobart (1962) indicates 
that in most cases the pregnant high school girl r eacts at least initially 
to her pregnancy by anticipating a confinement which she hates, a delivery 
which she fears, and a child which she does not want. Further, when the 
girl is married there is a tendency for the fa ther to blame the girl for 
her carelessness with resultant di ff iculties fo r the youthful marriage . 
The pregnancy often brings rejection f r om both parents and in-
laws, it disrupts r e lations with the girl and her peers, it can cause a 
neat girl to become sloppy, it is a tragic waste of school time, it is 
costly, and brings unhappines s. 
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METHOD OF THE STUDY 
Hypotheses 
In order to mee t the objectives, study and research were des igned 
t o test the fo ll owing hypotheses: 
1. Married t eenage girls who stay in high school have a better 
home environment. 
2. Marri e d t eenage girls who s tay in high schoo l have a close r 
companion r e lationship with the ir husband s. 
3. Mar r i e d t eenage gir ls who s tay in high schoo l have a highe r 
self value and more insight in t o the ir school work. 
Background Info rmat i on 
St ockton Uni fied School Di strict in Stockton, California, was 
chosen to make this study for the fo llowing reasons: 
(1) There exi sts a wide range of national ities and diversified cul-
tures . An example of this i s in Michael Harrington ' s book The Other 
Ame rica. 
One of the most dist i nc tive things about most American 
cities is that it is not easy to distinguish social class on 
the str ee ts ... . But when you enter Stockton, California, a 
center of migrant labor, this genera li za tion fa ils. The fie ld 
hands are obvious. They all we ar broad-brimmed hats ; all are 
tanned, sometimes to a mahogany col or ; and all are in flLevi's" 
and working clothes .... The migrants around Stockt on ar e 
heavily "Angl o" (both white and non Mexican), ye t it is almost 
as i f one wer e looking at two different races. The field hands 
wear their calling like a skin . 
Stockton i s a town of about 90,000 permanent res i dents. 
At high tide of the migrant invasion, there are more pickers 
than regular inhabitants. Almost a hundred th ousand of them 
are in the area. (Harrington, 1963, p. 52) 
The California State Department of Education defines a racially 
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balanced school as one that comes within 15 per cent of matching the pro-
portion of minority students in the school district as a whole. 
Franklin High School, with 1,766 students, has 19.8 per cent with 
Spanish surnames, 67 . 6 per cent other Caucasians, 10.9 per cent Negroes , 
.9 of one per cent Orientals. 
Edis on High School, with 1,618 students, has 34.6 per cent Spanish 
surnames, 17.7 per cent other Caucasians, 27 .6 per cent Negroes, 12.1 
per cent Orientals. 
Stagg High School, with 2,739 student s, has 6.7 per cent Spanish 
surnames, 88.8 per cent other Caucas ian s, 0.3 per cent Negroes, and 4.5 
per cent Orientals. 
The racial mixture of Stockton Schools is determined by geographical 
location. A survey of the minority school popu lation showed that the 
school population in Stockton, as e lsewher e, is a reflection of the resi-
dential pattery, and the schools themselves do not choose their own 
students. The high school coming the closest to the over -all district 
percentage of minority groups is Franklin High School. 
(2) Married students are encouraged to remain in high school. 
(3) Home instruction is given in case of illness or pregnancy after 
four monthR of conception. 
Procedures 
Approval of the project and assurance of support was obtained from 
the Stockton Unified School District Superintendent, the School Board, 
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and the three secondary principals. 
The subjects for this s tudy were 25 teenage girls who were married 
and attending one of the thr ee high schools in the district, except one 
girl who was on home instruction, between September 1966 and January 1967, 
and 15 married girls who dr opped out of school during the same period. 
How the Names Wer e Obtained 
In December of 1966 the Dean of Girls at each of the three high 
schools gave the investigator a list of the ir married girls in school, 
and a list of girls who had married and dropped out of school during the 
school year . 
Edison High had e ight married girls in school and thirteen who had 
dropped out. Franklin had twelve girl s in school and t e n girls who had 
dropped out . Stagg had s ix g irl s in schoo l, and fi ve g ir ls who had 
dropped out. This made a total of 26 married girls in school and 28 who 
had dropped out of schoo l. 
Sources of Data 
Questionnaire 
The questionnaire was used to secure such information as fo llows : 
birthdates of the interviewee, her s pous e , father, mother, he r ch ildre n, 
dat e of marriage , length of engagement, and o ther genera l infor mation. 
The subject was requested t o r ate her parental home life, her church 
a ttendance , husband-wife inte rpersona l re lationsh ip, and o ther aspec t s o f 
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their background. The sub ject was also requested to give information 
about her school attendance, if she receive d encouragement from parents, 
teachers, her counselor, and other pertinent questions concerning her 
schoo l li fe. A copy of the questionnaire is included in this study as 
Appendix A. 
School data 
The girls ' stanine scores in reading, language, non-language, T 
scores, and IQ stanine scores were obtained. The girls ' cumulative records, 
and the Dean of Girls' commen t s about the girls' behavior, were checked . 
Limitations 
This study covers the period from September, 1966, to January, 1967, 
which is a limited amount of time. The study was limited to what the 
s tudents were willing to say about their parents and husband-wife relation-
ship, also their accuracy and completeness of information. Th e study 
was limited by the small return from the out - of -school teenage group. 
Eight girls in the out-of-school group refused to fil l out the 
questionnaire for the fo llowing reasons: First, they feel rejected by 
so many groups such as: parent s, friends, school. Being asked to fil l 
out a questi onnaire was another way of being rejected because they had 
married in the ir teens. Second, they felt that the questionnaire was 
too personal. Third, five of the newlyweds moved about so much that 
after the researcher had traced the girls to two new addresses which 
l ead to a dead end , the search was given up. 
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Me thod Used in Anal yz ing t he Data 
A two-way independ ent Chi - Square analysis was run on the compu t e r 
to t est all th e non- parametric statistical data used in comparing the 
in- school group and the out- of- school group. Analysis of variances was 
use d t o compare the parametric s tatistical data on the t es t scores in 
Language, Non-language, Reading, Ma thematics, and IQ tests. 
Def ini tion of Terms 
1. Legal -age of marriage with parental cons ent, twenty- one for 
males and e i gh t een for females. 
2 . Teenage marriage, the girl was nineteen years of age or l ess 
at the time of the marriag7. 
3. Home instruction , s ubj ect matter taught in the student ' s home 
by a certificated t eacher. 
4 . Whole-homes, fami l ies in whic h both biological pare nt s of the 
g irl we r e living t ogether. 
5. Provisiona l , a form notice sent to the parents t o let th em know 
that their daughter or son i s failing at schoo l in the subj ec t in which 
the notice was sent. These are se nt with the hope that the parents will 
have the student study at home , or t hat the parent will cal l at schoo l 
to talk with the teacher so that t ogether something can be worked out to 
indu ce progress for the stud e nt. 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
Hypothesis No . I --Better 
Home Environment 
Marr i ed teenage gir l s who stay in high sc hool have a bett er home 
e nvironment. 
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The findings and analysis of data in this study es tablished many 
points in favor of the teenage girls who married and stayed in high 
school. The discussion and tables that follow point out the dichotomies 
and findings that influenced the in-school g irls to continue their educa-
tional objectives, and the factors t hat were brought to bear on the out-
of - school girls that seemed to have caused their discontinuance of a 
high school education . 
Background of parents 
Table 1 gives the characterist ics and vital in forma tion about 
the girl's parents at the time of the survey and the age of the parents 
at their own marriage. 
Table 12 in the appendix gives the mean number of parents' churches 
represented. Table 2 gives the mean number of times the parents attended 
church per month . 
Table 13 in the appendix gives the nationalities and races (as given 
by the girls) of their parents. Tables 14, 15 and 16 in the appendix 
give additional background information. Table 1 indicates that parents 
of the in-school girls had more education, higher income and fewer children 
at home. 
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Table 1. Characteristics of parents of the in-school girls and the out-
of - schoo l girls 
In-school Out - of - school 
girl girl 
Father's mean years of e ducation 10.12 8.8 
Mother ' s mean years of education 10 . 4 9.4 
Mean number of childr en in family 3.04 4.9 
The girl's parents' annual income $7,931.26 $4,870.00 
Father ' s mean age now 42.32 50.4 
Father's mean age when he was married 18.4 22.4 
Mother's mean age now 41.2 44 . 5 
Mother's mean age when she was married 16.64 18 . 2 
Table 2. Church attendance of girl's paren ts 
Monthly Monthly Monthly 
attendance att e ndance attendance 
None Onc e -twice Three-four 
it % it % it % 
Father 
In school 19 76 8 4 16 
Out of schoo l 14 93 
Mother 
In school 16 64 2 8 28 
Out of school 11 73 4 26 
Factors associated with continuance 
in school 
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Girl's parents' income . The in-school group's parents had incomes 
as fol lows: 28 per cent from $2,000 to $5,000; 36 per cent from $6,000 
to $8,000; 12 per cent from $10,000 to $12,000; and 24 per cent didn't 
know. The out -of- school group had incomes as follows: 67 per cent from 
$2,000 to $5,000; 7 per cent from $6,000 to $8,000; and 26 per cent didn't 
know. 
The in-school group had parents within the very low income range. 
However, there was a scattered range of income and most of the parents 
in this group were not concentrated at the low end of the scale. The 
more money the parents had the more they were able to help the girls 
financially in such ways as caring for their children while they were 
in school and buying clothing for them. 
Spouse's parents' income. The in-school group 's parents had incomes 
as follows: 28 per cent from $2,000 to $5,000; 60 per cent from $6,000 
to $8,000; 8 per cent f rom $10,000 to $18,000; 16 per cent didn't know. 
The ou t-of-s chool group had incomes as follows: 68 per cent from $2,000 
to $5,000; 7 per cent from $6,000 to $8,000; 25 per cent didn ' t know. The 
out-of-school girl's spouse 's parents had a larger concentration in the 
lower income bracket. 
Table 3 shows that the in-school girls have more parents living 
together or more whole families . They have fewer parents divorced; how-
ever, they did have a larger number of parents separted than did the 
out - of-school group. 
Girl's father's occupation. The in-school group had 28 per cent of 
their fathers owning their own businesses; 8 per cent were in white collar 
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Table 3. Marital status of parents of the married girls 
Parents living Parents Parents 
together seEarated divorced Widowed 
Percent Percent Percent Percent 
In-school 60 8 28 4 
Out-of - school 40 53 
jobs; 16 per cent skilled labor; 40 per cent were non- skil l ed labor; 4 
per cent were professional and ministery ; 16 per cent of the girls 
were not in contact with their father so didn't know what he was do ing. 
The out-of- schoo l group had 67 per cent in non-skilled jobs; 7 per cent 
in professional or mini stery, 26 per cent of the girls were not in contac t 
with their fathers so didn't know wha t they were doing. 
Parent-daughter relationship 
How do you feel about the relationship wi th your fat her ? The in -
school girls all rated their r elationship with their mother higher than 
with the ir father. Some of the positive statements were as follows: 
1. "We ge t alon g fi ne but with mother it is better. " 
2. II I love him, I love mother a l ittle bit more." 
Some of the statement s on the negative side were: 
1. liRe is hard to conf id e in. II 
2. "I never could get along wi th him .1I 
3. "I would forgive h i m if he want s to be forgiven. I a sk fo r 
his forgiveness." 
4. "He is okay, excep t he lies a l ot. " 
5. "He is hard to understand and he is rather mean. " 
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6. "We never were close but he is taking some interest now. " 
The out-of-school married teenage girl s had one girl who rated her 
relati onship to her father as better than it was with her mother. On the 
positive side were such remarks as: 
1. "We are close. I love him. " 
2. "I t is a good relationship. " 
On the negative s i de were such remarks as: 
1. IINo hate, no love, he is and always will be a strange r . " 
2. "He is not very good." 
3 . "I dislike him." 
4. "He l eft us, and I have never known him." 
5. "He doesn't unde rstand and he i s hard to li ve wi th." 
6 . "He has the last word . " 
How do you feel about the relationship with your mother ? The in-
school g i rls had twenty girls or 80 per cent with a good relationship 
and the out - of - school girls had seven girls or 48 per cen t of the girls 
with a good relationship. Th is difference was significant at the .05 
l evel . 
Some of the remarks from the i n- school group were as follows: 
1. "I love her very much. She had no favor ites, and she car ed 
for us all . " 
2. "I miss her now. I realize how important she was. 1I 
This group didn't have any negative remarks. 
Some of the remarks from the out - of- schoo l group were as fo llows: 
1. "We are very close. " 
2. "It is better wi th mother than with fa ther." 
3. " She was always hel pf ul." 
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On the negative side were the following remarks : 
1. "She never let us get close t o her." 
2. "She never seemed to have time for us but she is better now. 1I 
3. "I dislike my mother." 
4. IIWe have our problems. 1I 
What do you feel your parents could have done to have helped you 
prepare yourse l f for marr iage? The in-schoo l girls made many s tatements 
in favor of the effort their parents had put forth. Some of the girls ' 
positive remarks wer e as fo llows: 
1. "They d i d all t hey could do. " 
2. "They didn't have time t o finish what they started because I 
got married. 1I 
The following items were things they wished they had been taught: 
(1) "How to cook and c l ean house; " (2) "S e t a good example in their 
marriage which I could have used once i n a while;" (3) II They did too 
much for me and didn't l e t me have any r esponsibilities ;" (4) "To ld 
me about money probl ems;" (5) "Explained th e facts of life to me." 
The following items were things the out- of -schoo l girls wished they 
had been taught: (1) " How to cook and keep a budget;" (2) "I didn't 
know enough about sex and its adjustment problems; " (3) "Advised me not 
to get married; " (4) "How to get along with others and taken better care 
of me." 
The study found that 14 per cent of the out -o f -school girls were 
in the process of getting a divorce. 
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Significant findings 
Did mother approve of your s pouse after marriage? The in-school 
group had 100 per cent of the mothers approving of the girl ' s spouse 
after marriage. The out-of-school group had t e n mothers or 67 per cen t 
of the mothers approving of the girl's spouse after marriage. However, 
33 per cent of the mothers still disapproved of their new son - in-law . 
This difference was significant at t he .01 level . 
After the marriage did your father approve of your marriage? The 
in-school group had twenty fathers which was 80 per cen t of the fathers 
approving their marriage after the wedding ceremony had taken place . 
The out - of - school group had six fathe rs or 40 per cent of them approving 
their marriage after the wedding had taken place . This difference was 
signif icant at the .01 level . 
Did your fa ther approve your marriage? The in-schoo l group had 
thirteen fathers or 52 per cent of their fathers approving their marriage 
and 48 per cent disapproving of their marriage when the wedding took 
place. The out-of-school group had 100 per cent disapproval from their 
fathers when they married. This difference was significant at the .01 
l eve l. 
Was getting away from parental authority one of your reasons for 
getting married? The in-sc hool group had seven girls or 28 per cent who 
felt this was a reason for getting married, and eighteen g irl s or 72 per 
cent who didn't feel this was a r eason. The out - of- schoo l group had t en 
g i rls or 67 per cent who felt this was a reason for ge tting married . 
Five girls or 33 per cent didn't feel this was a reason for marriage. 
This difference was significant at the .02 level . 
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How did your parents handle your sex educa tion? The in-school group 
had 60 per cent handled we l l, 20 per cent poorly, and 20 per cent neglected 
it altogether. The out-of - school group had 15 per cen t well, 40 per cent 
poorl y , and 46 per cent neglected i t altogether. This difference was 
significant at the .02 leve l . 
Do you ge t a l ong wi th your bro t her s and s iste r s? The in-schoo l 
group r e port ed 48 per cent got along very well, 44 per cent well, and 8 
per cent some. The out - of- schoo l gro up r eported 20 per cent very we ll, 
34 per cent as well, and 46 per cent as some . Thi s differ ence was 
significant at the .02 l evel. 
Can you count on financia l help in an emergency from your spous e ' s 
parents ? The in-school gr oup had 80 per c ent of the s pouse 's parent s 
willing to he lp in an emergency. They have five se t s of parents or 
20 per cent unable or not willing to he lp in an emergency. The out- of-
school group had 46 per cent wi lling and able t o he lp and 54 per c ent 
were no t abl e nor wil ling to he l p . This difference was s i gn ificant 
at the .05 level. 
Can you count on financia l help i n an emergency f rom y our parents? 
The in- schoo l group had 21 or 84 per cen t of the parents who would he lp 
in case of an eme r gency. Sixteen per cent of the parents couldn ' t be 
counted on for he lp. The ou t-of-school group had seven par ents or 54 
per cent that could be counted on for help . For t y- s ix per cent or seven 
parent s cou l dn't be counted on for he lp in thi s group. This differe nce 
was significant at the . 05 l eve l. 
Was getting marrie d an e scape f r om a broken home? The in-schoo l 
group had 20 per cent answer "yes !! and 80 per cent answer "no . 1I The 
out-of-school group had 53 per cent "yes " and 47 per ce nt "no. 1I This 
difference was significant at the .05 level. 
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Were you looking for an escape from a home with very little money? 
The in-school group had eight per cent answering "yes " and 92 per cent 
answered "no. " The out-of-school gr oup had 33 per cent "yes" and 67 
per cent "no. " This difference was significant at the .05 level . 
Do you get along with your parents? The in-school group had 48 per 
cent rated very well, 40 per cent wel l, 12 per cent very little. The 
out-of-school group had 14 per cent rated as getting along very wel l , 
20 per cent as well, 33 per cent as some and 33 per cent as very little. 
These dif fe r e nce s were significant at the .05 level. 
How do you rat e your childhood? The in-school group had 32 per cent 
rated as very happy, 56 per cent happy, 12 per cent unhappy. The out - of-
schoo l group had 20 per cen t rated as very happy, 33 per cent happy, 46 
per cent unhappy. This difference was significant at the .05 level . 
Discussion of Home and Parents 
The married girls who stayed in high school had a better home environ-
ment. The acceptance of this hypothesis appears to be brought ou t in the 
following: First, the in-school gir ls have a better relationship with both 
of their parents. She was closer to her mother than she was to her father. 
The study indicates that the fa thers didn't take an interes t in the girl ' s 
social li fe nor in her school work or her school activities. Second, the 
in-school group had mor e fa thers approve their marriage, and more fathers 
approve their marriage after it had taken place than the out- of-school 
group. The study indicated that the girls need a c l ose emoti ona l tie with 
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their fathers. Third, parents of the in-school group had a larger income, 
had jobs which required more responsibility, and as a result they were 
able to help the young couple if the need arose. Fourth, besides finan-
cia l help, the parents o f the in-school group were able to give the ir 
daughter more emotional security so she did not have to look for security 
in other places. There were fewer broken homes and fewer homes with 
very little money. Home security was also shown in her ability to get 
along with her brothers and sisters. Fifth, the in-school girl appeared 
to have had a happie r childhood . 
The findings indicate that the in-school girl had more items in 
favor of a better home environment for her. It is believed that the 
extra benefits she received added i n building self es t eem which encourage 
her continuance in high school. 
Hypothesis No. 2--Better 
Relationship with Husband 
The married teenage gir l s who stay in high school have a closer ' 
companion relationship with their husbands. 
Background of couple 
Table 4 gives the characteristics of the nuclear families of the 
girls. 
Table 5 gives nationalities or race~ of the gir ls (as listed by the 
gir ls). Table 17 in the appendix gives the different churches to which 
the girls belong. Tables 18, 19, and 20 in the appendix give additional 
background information. 
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Table 4. Characteristics of nuclear family of the in-school girls and 
the out-of-school girls 
Girls mean age now 
Girls mean age when married 
Girls average grade in school 
Girls mean number of times attended 
church per month 
Number of children the coup le have 
Husband's mean age 
Husband's mean number of grades 
completed in school 
Husband's mean monthly income 
Girls mean age when started dating 
Girls mean number of boys dated 
The mean number of times the girls 
went steady 
In-school 
girls 
17 . 08 
16.56 
11. 60 
1. 36 
15 
19 .7 6 
11.56 
$326.00 
14.44 
11.6 
3.2 
Out-of-school 
girls 
16.73 
15.8 
10.7 
.2 6 
5 
20.07 
10.4 
$222.07 
13 .4 
9.2 
3.4 
Table 5. The nationalities or races of the girls (as listed by the 
girls) 
Caucasians Mexican Negro Mixtures 
In-school 16 o 5 4 
Out-of-school 4 6 3 
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The number of chi l dren . Fi f ty-two per cent of the in-school girls 
had children . However, it s hou l d be noted that of this group approxi-
mately 80 pe r cent are expecting a baby. Forty- four per cent had one 
child, and 8 per cent had two chi l dr en. Twenty-seven per cent of the 
out-of-school gir l s had children. However , about 80 per cent of these 
g irl s ar e expect ing. Twenty per cen t had one child and 7 per cent had 
t wo children. 
This shows a number of the young mothers are r e turning to high school 
or never l ef t high schoo l. The children were be ing tended by the girl ' s 
mother which may ind icate a close relationship and wil lingnes s to work 
for a purpose or goal which the girls had se t up for themselves, namely 
graduation f r om high schoo l. 
Factors associated with continuance 
in school 
Monthly income of the cou~~. The in- school group has 16 per cent 
without an income, 16 pe r cent with $100 to $1 50 per mo nth, 8 per cent 
with $200 to $250, 16 per cent wi th $300 t o $350 , and 16 per cent with 
$400 to $450, 28 per cent with $550 to $600 per month . The out - of -
schoo l group had 40 pe r cent wi thout an income, 7 per cent with $100 t o 
$150, 7 per cent with $200 to $250, 13 per cent with $300 to $350 per 
month, 20 pe r cent with $400 to $450 , 13 per cent with $550 t o $600 per 
month. 
Husband' s occupation. The in-school group's husbands had 28 per 
cen t with a white collar j ob, 24 per cent with ski lled - labor j obs, 32 
per cent with unskille d labor jobs, and 16 pe r cent wer e unemployed . 
The out-of-school group had 21 per cent in ski lled labor jobs, 32 per 
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cent in non-skilled labor jobs, 7 per cent in the armed services, and 40 
per cent were unemployed. 
How the couples met. There was no noted differences between the 
in- school and the out-of-school groups in how they met each other . They 
will be discussed together. A friendship which deve loped into marriage 
was started in 35 per cent of the cases by being introduced by friends, 
29 by meeting at places of entertainment or planned entertainment, 16 
per cent at school, 6 pe r cent by relatives, 6 per cent at church, 6 
per cent were neighborhood acquaintances, and 2 per cent by t e lephone . 
The most common place of entertainment was private parties in the 
homes of friends . These parties were unchaperoned. Parties were also 
held in homes of adults who l et a t eenage r use their home while they 
were away on weekends. They also r eported that adults often let them 
use an occupied home for their parties. 
Making the decision to get married. Th e girls ' reasons, in both 
groups , for getting married fell into seven different categories. They 
were as fol lows: personality qualities, mature reasons, parents' in -
f luence in making the decision, sex was a problem, se lf ish and insecure 
reasons, money and security, nurturing or nesting desires. 
Going steady. All the girls in both groups were going steady at 
the time they decided to get married . 
How long were you engaged? The in-school girls had a mean engagement 
of six months and the out-of-school girls had a mean of 3.2 months. 
Both groups had a very short engagement period which indicated that the 
couples we r e not very wel l acquainted. 
Most of the weddings took pl a ce at home or close to the home which 
indicates that the g irl's parents were included in her plans to be married . 
This is shown in Tabl e 6. 
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Table 6. Where t he couples were mar r ied 
Church Rented hall At home Judge Lodi Reno 
--;z- % % % %""" %""" 
In- school 20 8 32 16 8 16 
Out- of- school 16 17 33 20 14 
Did you have a honeymoon? The in - schoo l gr oup had 64 per cen t "yes " 
and 3 6 per cent rlno." The ou t- af-school group had 33 per cent "yes ." 
The mean number of days for a honeymoon was 2 . 24 fo r the in-school group 
and 1 . 13 fo r the out-of - schoo l group. 
A few of the in- schoo l gr oup had already moved t oward owne r shi p and 
an equa l amount ar e s till living wi th their parent s. Th e largest perc en-
tage are living in an apartment. Tabl e 7 s hows the living accommodations 
of the couples. 
I f you could turn the c l ock back wou ld you? The in- sc hoo l gr oup had 
60 per cen t that said they would do the same thing again, and 12 per cen t 
said they wou l d not get married whil e in high school, 16 pe r cent said 
the y wou l d wait until they had some col l ege , and 12 per cen t said they 
wou ld work fo r a few years first. The out - of-s chool group had 34 per cen t 
Table 77. The couples I l iving accommodations 
In-school 
Out-of- s chool 
Living with 
parents 
If % 
4 16 
3 20 
Renting an 
apartment 
ii % 
10 40 
10 67 
Renting Bu ying 
a house a house 
"lIT "lIT 
20 2 8 
13 
Buying a 
t rai l e r 
ii % 
2 8 
2 13 
25 
15 
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saying "I wou l d do the same th i ng aga in." Twenty per cent said, 111 
would not get marri ed whi l e in high school ." Seven pe r c ent said, "Wait 
until they had some co l lege . 1I Thir ty-n i ne per c e nt sa id, "I would work 
for a f ew year s f ir s t.1I 
Significant f indings 
Do you use some form of birth contro l ? Sixt y- four pe r cent o f the in-
school group r eporte d tha t they used some fo r m of birth control; while 
the out- of- school gr oup had 7 pe r cent who we r e using some form of birth 
control. Thi s diffe re nce wa s s ignific ant a t the .01 l ev e l. However, it 
should be note d that mos t of these g irl s wer e pregnant. 
Do you and your hus band attend church and church activities? The 
in-school group had t en girl s out of 25 or 40 per ce nt who did attend 
church and its activities. The out- of - schoo l group had two girls or 
13 pe r cent who attended church and c hu r ch ac tivitie s. This difference 
was signi f icant at t he . 01 l eve l. 
Do you and your husband agree on sex r e lations? Ninty-two per c e nt 
of the in- school gr oup and 60 pe r cent of t he out- of- schoo l group r eported 
that t hey we re in agr eement wi t h t he ir hus bands in r egard s t o sexual 
relations . This dif fe re nce was si gni f i c ant at the .02 l eve l. However, 
it should be noted that mo st of the complaints from the out-of-school 
group we r e: "I dont' fee l ve r y we ll,1I and "I am pregnant and this may 
have so me thing t o do wi th my attitude ." 
We r e you pregnant when you married? The in-school groups had 48 
per cent answering "yes ," and 52 per cent answering IIno." The out-of-
school group had 87 pe r cent answering "ye s" and 13 per cent answering 
"no." This finding was s ignificant at the . 02 level. This points out 
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that the girls in the out- of - schoo l group may be more disc ouraged with 
schoo l or fe lt they had too many years be t wee n now and graduation. The 
school dis trict has a home ins truction program for pregnant gir l s af t er 
the fourth month, which indicates they left schoo l because it didn't 
fit in with their new life's role . 
Premari tal sex among church attenders and non-church attenders. 
Table 20 in the Appendix shows the r elationship between the in- school and 
out - of -schoo l groups on th e following: didn 't indulge, the numbe r who 
were pregnant be f or e marriage, the number who indulged bu t didnlt ge t 
pregnant. This dif ference was s i gnificant at the .02 l evel . See Table 
20 i n Ap pendix B. 
Do you practice "fair play"--do you deal with £acts -- £or example: 
on such issues as what the money wa s s pent on, what bills we r e paid, 
what was charged and so on ? The in-school group had 60 per cent answering 
that they did al l the time , 32 per cent most of the time, and 8 per cent 
some times. The out - of-schoo l group had 20 per cent r es ponding tha t they 
did all the time, 66 per cent reported that they did most of the time , 
and 14 per cent said some times . This diffe rence was significant at the 
.05 l evel. 
Are you t olerant with your husband? The in-school group had 20 per 
cent report that they were all the time, 48 per cent reported they did 
most of the time, and 32 per cent said they did sometimes. The out- of -
school group had 33 per c ent report t hey did most of the time, and 67 
per cent said the y were sometimes. This di fference was significant 
at the .05 l eve l. 
Is your husband tol erant with you? The in-school group had 20 per 
cent r epo rt that they were all of the time, 44 per cent said they did most 
of the time, and 24 per cent reported that some times they we re . The 
out- of - school group reported 33 per cent did most of the time and 67 
per cent did somet ime s . This difference was significant at the .05 
l evel. No t e: there was very litt l e difference between the way the 
wives saw themselves and the way they saw their husbands. 
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Did you need consolation and sympathy wh ich your mate was able to 
give you? The in-school group had 84 per cent of thei r group fee ling 
they didn't use this need in selecting thei r partner nor for ge tting 
married. The out- of- school gr oup had eight girls or 54 per cent who 
fe lt they didn't have a drive to have thi s need filled . This dif fe rence 
was significant at the .05 l eve l. 
Did anyone encourage you to get married? The in-school group had 
seven g irls or 28 per cent reported that they were encouraged to get 
married. The out-of-school group had nine girls or sixty per cent of 
the ir gr oup reported that they were encouraged t o get marrie d. This dif-
ference was significant at the .05 leve l. 
The in-school gr oup reported that 24 pe r cent were influence d by 
fr i end s and 4 pe r cent by their mothers. The out-of-school group had 
47 per cen t who were influenced by th eir friends and 13 per cent influen-
ced by thei r mothers. This finding was significant at the .05 level. 
Howeve r, it should be not ed that some of this encouragement came f rom 
both the girls' mothers and friends after they learned that the girls 
we re pregnant . 
Do you feel you were mature e nough to have married? Do you feel 
the same now? The i n-sc hoo l group had 76 per cent " yes " and 24 per cent 
I1no . 1I Later they had 80 per cent "yes " and 20 per cent l1no . 1I The out-
of - school group had 67 per cent "yes tl and 33 per cen t "no. II Later 
they had 60 per cent lIyes" and 40 per cent IIno.1f This di fference was 
signi ficant at the .05 level. 
Di scussion of Marital Relationships 
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Married teenage girls who stay in high school have a cl oser compani on 
r e lationship with their husbands. Th is hy pot hes i s ap pears t o be sustained 
in the fo llowing: First, the in- school couples have better jobs and 
l ess unemployment. This means they have more money. They wer A more in -
dependent and were buying more homes . Second, the in- school girls had 
a healthier attitude t oward sex. However, most of the out-of- schoo l 
g irls were pregnant and this was listed as a fac t or in their fee lings. 
Af t e r the birth of their babies, the gi rl s may not feel as strongly about 
their negative sexual reactions with their husband s . The in-schoo l girls 
had a l a r ger number using some form of birth control. Although this 
finding was signi ficant at the .01 level, agai n it sh ould be noted that 
most of the g irls were pregnant at the time of the survey so use of birth 
control methods was ineffective . 
Third, the in-school girls appear ed to have a more open and f air-
play attitude about handling of money. They were more t olerant with each 
other and shared more domestic duties. Fourth, the in-school girls 
r evealed more self-assert i on. They f e lt capab l e of going to school and 
managing thei r own home as well. They also fe lt they we re mature enough 
to get married and handle the prob lems . Fifth, in-school girls r evea l ed 
they were no t as influenced by fr i ends, par ents, and r e latives to get 
married. Sixth, in- sc hoo l girls appeared to have had a better relation-
ship with the ir husband s before marriage. They did not use needing cans o la-
tion and sympathy from their mates as a reason for marriage. 
The married teenage girls who stayed in high school had a more 
satisfactory relationship with their husbands. 
Hypothesis No. 3--Higher Self Value 
and Insight Into School Work 
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Married teenage gi rls who stay in high school have a higher se lf 
value ana more insight into their school work. 
Background of schoo l students 
Table 4 shows that the in-school group are older than the out-of-
school group. It also point out that husbands are younger in the in-
school group. This suggests that married gir ls are staying in school 
or they are returning to complete their educatio n. If this is the trend, 
the age leve l for the in-school group may rise . 
Class standing . The in-school girls had 76 per cent of the married 
gir l s in the senior class, 12 per cent in the junior class, and 12 per 
cent in th e sophomore class. 
Factors associated with continuance 
in school 
How many hours did you study Der week? The in- school group had a 
mean of 3.44 and the out-of- school group had a mean of 1.3 hours a week. 
This suggests that many girls need guidance and help in finding 
schoo l worth the extra effort. It also points out the fact that Stockton 
may need more community centers where the student s ma y go to study. Most 
of the girls in both groups studied on the kitchen table. Stockton does 
have some centers where the students may go, and volunteer parents and 
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teachers help the students when problems arise. 
What do you feel the school should have done which could have better 
prepared you for marriage? The in-school girls had 68 per cent of the 
girls feeling the school had done a good job, and the out -of-school 
group had 53 per cent. There was no significant di ffere nces between the 
request for help in the two groups, so they wil l be listed together. 
First, a very large number of girls felt the need for a family life 
education class. Second, they felt the need for more home economics 
classes. Third, a reques t to stop making sex before marriage sound so 
bad. Fourth, a request to help the married girls more in school. Fifth, 
a request for a family living class in the tenth grade. Sixth, a request 
to make school more fun . 
These responses suggest a great need for Family Life Education and 
that it should be not later than the tenth grade. The tenth gr ade 
appeared to be the most vu lnerable one for gir ls. 
How the schools view the married girls in school. The cumulative 
records were checked in the Dean of Girls office and with the exception 
of one girl being r eported for l ook ing on another person 's paper during 
a test, the married girls who stay in school are considered very good 
students. The Dean at one of the high schools said, oWe do not have 
problems with our married girls. They are i nterested in their school 
work, and they are here for a purpose. They are more mature in their 
thinking and as soon as school is ove r they are gone. They have another 
busy role at home . They all seem to be settled and working for what they 
want ," 
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Significant findings 
The nationalities or races of the girls (as listed by the girls). 
The in-school group had sixteen or 64 per cent of their gr oup li sted as 
Caucasians. There were five or 20 per cent Negroes, and four or 16 per 
cent were lis ted as mixed nationalities. The out-af-school group had 
26 per cent o r four girl s who were Caucasians, six girls or 40 per cent 
we re Mexican, three girls or 20 per cent were Negroes, and two girls or 
13 per cent were mixtures. This diffe r e nce was significant at the .01 
level . (S ee Table 5) 
Did school seem worthwhile to you? The in-school group had 100 
per cent backing this i ssue , and the out-of- school group had 67 per cent 
feeling it was worthwhile. This diffe r ence was significant at the .01 
level. 
Schoo l test scores. Analysis of variance test was used to compare 
the data on the te s t scores in Language, Non-Language, Reading , Ma thema -
tics, the T Score, and IQ score. This difference was significant on all 
tests except the IQ at the .01 level. The IQ score was significant at 
the . as level. 
This finding shows the dropouts do no t v iew schoo l as wor thwhile . 
The study appears to indica t e a great need for a vocational school which 
would mee t the needs of these students. 
Do you plan on going to co llege: Forty-eight per cent of the in-
school group said " yes " and 29 per cent thought maybe they would be 
going. The out-of- school group had 13 per cent who said they were hoping 
to go on to college . This difference was significant at the .01 level. 
Do you plan on graduating from high school? Ninety-six per cent 
said " yes " and 4 per cent were not sure. Of the out-of-school group 34 
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per cent hoped to gradua te and 66 per cen t fe lt it wa s t oo late . This 
di ffe r e nce was s i gni f i cant at t he .01 l eve l. 
Ar e you taking a college pre parat i on course? Sixty - e i ght per cent 
of the in-school girls were, and 7 per cen t of the out- of -schoo l . This 
difference was significant at t he .01 level. 
Have you e ver rece i ved a provisiona l? Fifty-six per cent of the in-
school group had, as compared with 100 per cent of the out-of-schoo l 
gr oup . Thi s dif fe r ence was signif i can t at the . 01 l eve l. 
Do or did your paren t s take an interest in your school work? Seventy-
two per cent of the in-schoo l group said "yes " and 33 per cent of the out -
of - school group said "yes. " This di ffe r e nc e was significant at the . 02 
leve l. 
Did your parents have any ide a about what you were doing ( school 
work and activities) in school? Eighty per cent of the in-school groups ' 
parents did know and 40 per cent of the out - of - school groups ' parents 
knew . This difference was s ignificant at the .02 l evel . 
Do or did you do just wha t you had to do in cla ss and neve r worried 
about schoo l studies out side of the cla ssr oom? Sixteen per cent of the 
in-school gr o up said "yes. " Sixty- six per cent of the out- af - school 
gr o up als o said "yes .11 This point s ou t the value placed on school work 
by the in- school group which made graduation from high school important 
t o th em . This difference was significant at the . 05 level. 
Do or did you study? Nine t y- six per cent of the in- schoo l group 
did and 67 per cent of the out- of - schoo l group studied. This d i ffe r ence 
was significant at the .05 l evel . 
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Did your husband go to junior college? The in-school gro up 
reported six husbarids had gone to Junior Co llege or 24 per cent. Two 
are attending at the present or 8 per cent. The out-of-school group 
did not have any husbands who had attende d college. This difference 
was significant at the .05 level. 
Did your husband graduate from high school? See Table 4. The in-
school group reported ten had graduated, or 40 per cent; three or 12 
per cent were attending high school at the present; and twelve had 
dropped out, or 48 per cent. The out-of-school girls reported three or 
20 per cent had graduated, twelve or 80 per cen t had dropped out . This 
differ ence was significant at the . 05 l evel. 
Do or did your pare nts take an interest in your grades? Ninety- six 
per cent of the in-school group said "yes " and 67 per cent of the out - of-
school group's parents took an interest . This difference was significant 
at the .05 level. 
Did your parents encourage you to remain in school? The in-school 
group had 100 per cent backing from their parents. The out-of - school 
group had 80 per cent encouraged by their parents. This difference was 
not significant at the specif i e d .05 level. 
Did your counselor encourage you to stay in school? The in-school 
group had 84 per cent en couragement and the out-of-school group had 60 
per cent encouragement. This difference was not significant at the 
specified .05 level. 
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Disc ussion on Schoo l Ad jus t ment 
Married t eenage gi r ls who s tay i n h igh schoo l had a higher se l f 
value and mo r e ins i ght i nto t he ir schoo l wo r k. Thi s hypothes i s appears 
to be sus tained in the fo llowing: Fi rs t , r ace and nationalit y appeared 
to be a fact or which encour aged the i n- school group t o s tay in school. 
Mor e Caucas ians s tayed i n school, then Negr oes , nex t mixed nationalities , 
and la s t Mexicans . Second, t he in- schoo l gr oup felt schoo l wa s worth-
while . They s pent mor e time stud ying and comp l e ting ass i gnments. Third, 
a high sch ool diploma was not the end goa l fo r a large number of the in-
school gr oup . The ir plans wer e t o go on t o J unior Co llege . 
Four th , the in- school g i r l s had a l arge r numbe r of g irls taking 
a c oll ege pr eparation cour se . Thi s seems t o i ndicate that the girls 
had planned highe r educa t ion when they ente r ed high s choo l . This points 
out tha t many items had been germina ting from an earli er period such a s : 
(1) Pa r ents had been int e r es t ed in t he ir daught er t ak i ng a co ll ege 
pre paration co urs e and the daught er s ha d a l so fe lt the same way. 
(2) The parent s had encouraged the g irl s t o r ema i n in high school. 
In fact , in many cases the pare nt s had agr eed t o the marr iage with the 
under s tandi ng that t h e gi r l wou ld comp l e t e her high sc hoo l education. 
(3) The girls f e lt by continuing thei r educati on they could prove 
to the ir par ents that the y we re matur e and could handle married life. 
(4) The in-school girl s had higher a s pirations fo r themse lves. 
This wa s pointed out in the ir des ire t o graduate f rom high s chool, in 
their des ire t o go to co llege, and in the ir de cision to come back to 
school i f they had dropped out of s choo l. This study pointed out that 
many married girls ar e re turning t o high schoo l t o comple t e their educa-
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tion. How many could not be pinpointed because the girls can go on home 
instruction if they choose a fter f our months. Two girls in this group 
had a baby out of wedlock and had continued their education while in a 
home for unwed mother s . One gir l who was placed on the drop out list 
by her school was on home instruction. She was the only girl in the 
group. Gir l s o n home instruction have the ir record s transferre d to the 
Central Educational office and for this r ea son the schoo ls do not count 
them as married girl s in their school which, of course , they are not. 
In one case a girl had dropped out of schoo l and then gone on home 
instruction from the central office and the Dean of Girls had no way of 
knowing. 
(5) The in-schoo l girls had more ability . This was pointed out 
by the differences in the two groups· IQ scores, language, reading, 
mathematics, and non-language scores; they also had r ece ived fewe r 
provisionals which indicates they had found schoo l more worthwhile 
and easier for them. 
(6) The in-school gr oup indicated that the ir mothers took an 
interest in their school work. They dis cussed probl ems and talked about 
school work and activities . The girls indi ca ted thi s was one area in 
which their fa thers didn't he lp and also this lack of interest and in-
volvement was fe lt by the girls. This lack of contact with fa ther or 
lack of satis f action of feeling close may be why many of the girls go 
searching for male companionship at an early age. 
(7) Besides the parents' encouragement, the in-school girls had 
more husband s who had graduated from high school so they could see 
value in their wives completing the ir high school education. This 
group had five husbands who were attending schoo l. This factor also 
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encouraged the girls t o continue their education. 
(8) The in-school girls were encouraged more by their counselors 
to stay in schoo l. However , many girls stated that they didn't give 
their counselor a chance to encourage them to remain in schoo l. They 
simply told the counselor they were leaving, or they didn't see the 
counselor at all. 
(9) Mos t of the girls in both groups indicated that most of their 
teachers had encouraged them to stay in school. The study indicated 
that both teachers and counselors have a grea t responsibility in he lping 
the girls feel they should remain in school. An example: this married 
dropout had been in an acciden t and been out of school for some time . 
When she returned to school she was behind. She felt lost and confused; 
besides she was still shook up over the accident. In this confused 
state she called on her counselor. He simply told her that if she 
couldn't keep up she had better drop out. The girl went on to say that 
in the confused state she was in that remark was all she needed and she 
checked out. It is believed that this decision making time was very 
important and shou ld have been handled with greater care. 
(10) The administration staff in each school was proud of the 
efforts, behavior, and general accomplishment of this group. They fe lt 
the girls were doing a good job. They were not a behavior problem . In 
fact, they took a sincere interest in their school work and then l eft 
for other duties at home. 
(11) The girls in both groups felt l et down by the ir parents 
and the school because they had short - changed them on thei r fami ly life 
education. The study indicated a great need for famil y life education. 
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At the present time only a limited number can take the course. The 
study also indicates that a broad cour se in fami l y life which includes 
a complete working knowledge of sex, should be taught before or no t later 
t han the tenth gr ade. 
The girls who dro pped out of school had a more complexed pattern 
to adjust t o in their parents home before marriage, in their marr iage 
relationships and in the school se tting. They had more problems, burdens , 
crises, and l es s econom ical r esource s and encouragement to fac e them with. 
The married girls who stayed in high school had higher self es teem 
and more motivation to continue their schooling. 
57 
SUMMARY 
A comparison of the teenage marriage in-school and out-af -school 
groups was the purpose of this study. The attitudes, antagonisms and 
advantages of this phenomena present a complex problem which faces 
society today. The differences in the following summary seemed appro-
priate. 
Home and Parents 
Girls who stay in school seem to have a more conducive home envir-
onment than the girl who drops out of school. The following items were 
found to be significant. First, the girls who stayed in school, to a 
greater degree, had a father who approved of their marriage. Also they 
had a father who learned to approve of their marriage after it had taken 
place. Second, they had a s i gnificant l y larger number of mothers who 
approved of their spouses after marriage. Third, on the whole they 
were not running away from parental authority. Fourth, their parents 
had handl ed their sex educat i on better in most cases. Fifth, they got 
along better with their brothers and sisters. Sixth, they had not 
married to escape from a home with very little money, nor a broken home. 
Seventh, they could count on financial help from both their parents and 
their spouse's parents. Eighth, they got along better with their parents. 
Ninth, they had a happier chi ldhood. These nine significant reasons 
helped the girls stay in school after marriage. 
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Marital Relationship s 
The gi rl s who stayed in schoo l had important social and e conom i cal 
fa c tor s wh i ch were in their favo r in their home and personal r e lati ons hips 
wi th thei r husband. The study pointed out the following f indings to be 
significantly in favor of the in-school girl. 
First, fewer girls who were in- school were pregnant when the y 
married , and more of the coup l es use d some form of birth control. 
Second, on the whole, they had a healthier agreement on sexual 
relations . 
Third, the in-school coupl es had built up a satisfactory rela tionship 
on s uch items as fair - play in the i r dealing with money and paying of 
bills. They were mor e t olerant of each other . 
Four th, the couples had a greate r attendance at church and church 
activiti es. This i nter es t also indicated that the cuop l es had more se l f 
contro l which l ead to l ess pr e - marita l sex relations . 
Fifth, the in- schoo l group had more se l f confidence i n thems e l ves. 
This was illustrated in their positive fee ling about not needing consola-
tion and sympathy from their s pouse as a r eason which l e ad t o the ir marriage. 
Sixth, the in- schoo l gro up appeared to be mor e mature in their feel-
ing of being r eady for marriage and al so by not only running a home but 
undertaking their school wo rk as well. 
Seventh, the couples had more money coming in. This me ant t here 
was l ess doubling up with in-laws. More couples had already started t o 
buy homes and trail er homes. 
Eighth, more hu sbands had jobs which required more education. 
Ninth, there were fewe r husband s unempl oyed. 
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The girls who stayed in school had more social, psychological 
strengths, economic resources, and more intellectual abilities in their 
favor which enabled them to continue their school work . First, on the 
whole they had the advantage of being a senior which meant they had a 
shorter length of time to remain in high school. This appeared to be 
a very important factor if the girls were pregnant. Second, the girls 
who stay in school appeared to have more insight into the values and 
worthwhileness of school. This is also shown in their determination to 
graduate. Third, Caucasians are more likely to stay in school than 
Mexicans, Negroes, and mixed nationalities. Fourth, the in-school g irls 
appeared to have more ability. This was indicated by the test scores 
in Reading, Language scores, non-language scores, mathematics, and IQ 
scores. It was also reinforced by the gir ls' indications that they in -
tended to go on to college, as we ll as the fact that fewer gir ls had 
not received a provisional . Fifth, more girls in school had received 
encouragement from their parents to continue on with their educat i on . 
Their mothers had encouraged them by being interested in their daughter ' s 
school work and her grades. They were also encouraged by their mothers ' 
knowing what they were doing in schoo l and activities. Sixth, more girls 
in school were encouraged by their counselors to remain in school. 
Seventh, the in-school girls showed more mature attitudes toward school 
by doing more school ,"ark than just wha t was expected in the classroom. 
They were motivated toward higher grades. They also studied more. 
Eighth, the in-school girls wer e more likely to have husbands who 
had graduate d from high school so their attitude favored their wife's 
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graduati on from high school. They may of ten have husbands attending 
school at the present time which meant they have more in common, and 
were more understanding t oward each other's desires t o complete their 
established goal. Ninth, the in-schoo l group studied more hours per 
week. Tenth, they had a better attitude toward what the school was 
doing for them and they seemed to have b een helped more in such ways as 
feeling the schoo l had hel ped in preparing them to be successful in 
meeting their needs in married life; mor e girls had taken famil y life 
classes or were taking them. Eleventh, more mothers of the in-school 
group had encouraged th e girls to do thei r home work. Twelfth, the 
admini s tration consid e r e d the in-schoo l g irls to be more mature. They 
felt they had demonstrat ed this by being consc ientious about their school 
work and activit i es, but perhaps most of all because they were not dis -
cipline problems. 
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CONCLUSIONS 
The conclusion, in this study, is based on an analysis of the follow-
ing three findings: 
1. The married girls in high school had a better home environment 
than the high schoo l girls who dropped out. 
2. The married teenage girls who stayed in high school had a more 
satisfactory relationship wi th their husband s . 
3. The married girls who stayed in high school had higher self 
es t eem and more motivation to con tinue the ir schooling . 
The writer concludes that the teenage married g irl s who s tay in 
schoo l had a more favorable living pattern than the t eenage married 
g irl s who dro pped out of schoo l . 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDIES 
1. A study combining the research studies written on teenage 
marriages. 
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2 . A longitudinal study of teenage marriages to determine how many 
girls return to high school and graduate. 
3. A geographic study of teenage married girl s in high school 
across the United States who have similar ecological, social, and 
economical factors. 
4 . A study of the personality characteristics of husbands who 
marry high school teenage girls . 
5. A study of the interpersonal relationship between the married 
t eenage girls and their parents. 
6. Studies in other school districts comparing the in-school 
married girls with the girls who marry and drop out of school . 
7. The pregnant and non-pr egnant married high school girls in 
relation to continuence in high school. 
8. A study of the characteristics and interpersonal relationship 
of husband and wife. 
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Appendix A. Questionnaire 
This study is being made in the interest of securing an under -
s tanding of how teen- age students in high school feel about their ear l y 
marriages . You have been selected as part of the sample, and your co -
operation will make the study possible. 
The information will be kept as confidential as possible and no 
place wil l your name be used. 
I . Background information 
1. Birthdate age grade in school. _____ _ 
2. Relig ious (denominational) preference: ____ ~~---~-----
In childhood Now Monthly attendance __ __ 
3. Date married Number of previous engagements ____ _ 
How long were you engaged? Where married ________ _ 
Have you had a previous marriage~~~-~-~-----~------
4. Children by present marriage Children by former marriage 
Name age Name age 
Children born out of wedlock 
Name age 
5. Husbands age His occupat ion _______ ~~Education~----
~ _ ______ ~Now training for Re ligion: _____ __ 
Your occupation at pr esent Now training for ___ _ __ 6. 
7. Your income before deductions (monthly) ___________ Your spouse 's 
income ____ ~~~---
8. Where are you living: _________ ~~----
Renting a house for $ month l y 
Renting an apartment for $ monthly 
Buying a home for $ monthly 
Are you living with your parents If yes, do you pay 
rent If yes, amount $ (monthly) 
Are you living with spouse's parents ____ If yes, do you pay 
rent If yes, amount $ ___ ___ ___ 
9 . Your parents inc ome per year Your spouse ' s parents 
income per year_~ __ ~~~~ 
10. Can you count on financia l help in an emergency from your 
parents from oyar spouse's parents _____ __ 
II. Home and Parents 
1. You started dating at the age of _ ___ _ __ 
2. How many boys have you dated?~~~------
3. How many times did you go s teady? ____ ~~---
4. Did you go steady with the man you married? _ ________ __ 
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5. My mother encourage me to date ______ was against my dating. ______ __ 
other.~--------------------~-------
6. My father encourage me to date was against my dating, ________ _ 
other __ ~---------------------------Explain both __________________________________________________________ _ 
7. My 
a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
e. 
f . 
g. 
h. 
i. 
j. 
k. 
l. 
m. 
n. 
parents 
age now 
age at marriage 
Nationality and/or 
background 
Religious preference 
In childhood-----
Church attendance 
monthly-------
Education completed 
Occupation 
Father Mother 
Number of children in my parents family ______________________ _ 
Is your father living? Your age at his death, __________ _ 
following his death you lived with __________________________ ___ 
Is your mother living? Your age at her death, __________ _ 
following her death you lived with ________ ~------------------
Do your parents live together? Separated? Your age 
when they separated _______ Divorced? _______ Your age when 
divorced __________ _ 
Do you feel closer to your Mother ______ Father _______ both ____ _ 
neither Other __ ~------------~----------~~-----------
Rate your parents' marriage .... very happy happy ______ _ 
very unhappy unhappy __ ~ __ ~ ____ ~ __ 
Did your parents approve your marriage? Father: 
before _______ later _______ Mother: before later ______ _ 
Explain: ______________________________________________________ _ 
o. Did any of your brothers or sisters have any children 
from their marriages? Which one How 
many (number) 
p. Describe other persons who lived in your parental home, 
and their relationship to you: ______________________________ __ 
q. How do you feel about your relationship with your parents? 
Father ____________________________________________________ __ 
Mother ________________________________________________________ _ 
r. Rate your childhood. 
Very happy happy unhappy very unhappy ______ _ 
s. Do you get along with your parents 
very well ____ well _____ some _______ very little _____ not at all ___ 
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t . Do you get along with your brothers and sisters 
very well ____ we l l ____ some _____ very li ttle _____ not at all ____ _ 
Explain~ __________________________________________________ _ 
u. Did your parents handle your sex e ducatiun 
wel l ______ poor l y ______ neglected it altogether ______ __ 
III. Schoo l 
l .~our parent s encourage you to remain in schoo l ? ______________ _ 
Remarks __________________________________________________________ __ 
2. Did your counselor encourage you to stay in school ? ______________ _ 
Remarks __________________________________________________________ __ 
3 . Did your teachers encourage you to stay in schoo l ? 
Remarks ----------------
4 . Do or did you attend school regularly? ________ __ 
Why? ______________________________________________________ __ 
5. Does or did school seem wor thwhile to you? Yes ______ No __________ _ 
Why? ____ ~------~~----------~----------------------------6 . Do or did you study? Why? ________________________________ __ 
7 . Did or do you j ust do what you had t o do in class and never 
worried about school studies outside of the classroom? __________ __ 
Why? ______________________________________________________ __ 
8 . Did your parent s e ncourage you to do your homework?, __ ~-----------
Very little some not at al l a great dea l __ ~~~ __ __ 
9. Did your parent s have any idea what you were doing i n school? 
_________ Explain~ ____________________________________________ _ 
10. Do your parents take an int er es t in your grades? ________________ __ 
Explain, __________________________________________________________ __ 
11. Do or did your parents take an interest in your school work? 
__________ ~Explain, ________________________________________________ _ 
12. Do you take your provisional home for them to sign? ______________ _ 
Have you ever receive d a provisional? __________ ~~ 
13 . Do you have a set place to study? Exp1ain~ ________ __ 
14. Do you s tudy every week night? Yes No 
15 . About how much time is spen t s tudying at home dur7i-n-g~t~h-e---
week? ____________________________ _ 
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16 . I f you drop ped out of schoo l, wer e you g lad t o ge t away 
from school? Yes _____ No ______ Exp lain, __________________________ __ 
17. Are you taking a college preparation course? Yes ____ No ____ _ 
18. If you dropped out of school why did you drop out? ______________ __ 
19. If you stayed in schoo l, what were your reasons for do ing so? 
20. Do you pl an on go ing on t o schoo l (high school) __ ~~~~----------
21 . Do you plan on graduat ing from high schoo l ? ______ Explain 
22. Do you feel the school did a good job on giving you sexual 
information? Explain~ ________________________________ ___ 
23. Do you plan on going on t o college? __ ~ __ ~ __ 
24 . Did your husband graduate from high school? ______ ~--
25 . Did your husband go to junior college? No . of years __ __ 
26. I s your husband in school now? Year __________ ___ 
Ma r ital Re lationships 
1 . Have you deve l oped a habit of cheer fu lness wi th your hus band ? 
all of the time ____ Most of the time ____ sometimes _____ very little 
~ ______ Not at all.~ __ ~ __ 
2 . Do you prac tic e " fair play"- - do you dea l with fac ts -- for example : 
on such issues as what the money was spent on, what bills wer e 
paid, what was charged and so on., 
All of the time _____ most of the time _____ sometimes _____ very little 
not at all 
3 . Do you ra t e yo urse l f selfish? 
All of t he time most of t he time ____ some t imes _____ very little 
no t at a l-l---
4. Do you rate your hus band se l f ish? 
All of t he time ____ most of the time _____ sometimes ____ ver y little 
not a t a ll 
5. Ar e you to l er ant with your husband? 
Al l of the time _____ mo s t of the time _____ some times _____ ver y l itt l e 
______ not at a ll ____ __ 
6. Is your husband to l e rant wi t h you? 
Al l of the time ____ most of t he time _____ some times _____ ver y li t t l e 
______ not at all ______ __ 
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7. Do you and your husband have the same nationality or race? __________ _ 
If no, husband's yours __ ~ ____ ~~~ __ ~ __ 
8. Have you and your husband reached an agreement on birth control? 
__________ ~Are you against birth control?~~ ________ --, 
9. Are you now using some kind of birth control? What type? 
10. Do you and your husband attend church and church activities? 
Yes No Other __________________________________________ __ 
11. Do yo u and your husband have mutual friends with whom you associate 
or spend evenings wi th? Remarks, ____________________________ __ 
12. Do you and your husband agree on how the family inc ome is spent? 
_____ How do you handle it? __________________________________________ __ 
13. Do you and your husband agree on sex relations? ____________ __ 
How do you handle this situat i on ____________________________________ __ 
14. Are you adjusted to your in-laws? ____________ R.emarks ________________ _ 
15. What social activities do you and your husband engage in? __________ __ 
16. What do yo u feel your parents could have done to help yo u pre-
pare yourself for marriage? __________________________________________ _ 
17. What do you feel the school should have done which could have 
better prepared you for marriage? __________________________________ ___ 
18. List four factors which determined your decision to get married. 
(Do no t us e "I wa s in love." ) ________________________________________ _ 
19. What do you feel you contributed toward your marriage? (list 
four) ____________________________________________________________ __ 
20. Do you feel you were mature enough to get married?~---------
21. Do you now feel you are mature enough to be married? __ ~------
22. If you could turn the clock back would you (circle one) 
do the same thing again not get married while in high school 
wait until I h ad some college work for a few years first 
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23. Is marriage built up to be more glamorous than it really is? ________ _ 
Exp l ain, ______________________________________________________________ __ 
24. Did anyone encourage you to get married?~----------Who? (circle 
one) girl friends mother father other ________________________ _ 
25. How and where did you first meet your hus band? ______________________ _ 
26. How long were you engaged? __ ~--~~--~~~------~~-
27 . How long did you know your mate before being married? ____ ~--~-
28 . Did you have a honeymoon? If yes, for how many days? ____ __ 
29 . Were you pr egnant when you married? ____ ~~--------
30 . Did you get married because of pregnancy? ____ ~~-------
31. Was getting away from parental authority one of your reasons for 
getting married? __ ~--------~----
32. Did you need consolation and sympathy which your mate was able 
to give you?~ ____ ~--------
33 . Were you looking for an escape from a home with very little money? 
34. Did you have sexual relations with your mate before marriage? 
35. Was getting married an escape from a broken home? Yes ______ No ______ _ 
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Appendix B. Tables of Significant and Non-
Significant Data Differences Between 
the Two Groups of Girls 
Table 8. Home characteristics of the girls and their parents . The 
number indicates the "yes" answers 
Items or guest ions 
Parents had a good 
marriage 
Parents living together 
Feels closer to mother 
Feels closer to father 
Mother encourage girl 
to date 
Father encourage girl 
to date 
Went steady with spouse 
Were engaged 
Later mother approved 
of marriage 
Now father likes spouse 
Wanted to get away from 
parental authority 
Got along with parents 
Good relationship with 
mother 
Had a happy childhood 
Was escaping from a 
home with very little 
money 
Was escaping from a 
broken home 
Got along well with 
brothers and sisters 
Parents handled sex 
educat ion 
Premarital sex among 
non-church members 
(girls) 
Father approved of 
marriage 
After marriage father 
approved 
After marriage mother 
approved of spouse 
Out-of-school 
In-school girls ~g~i;r71~s~~~ __ ___ 
Number Percent Number Percent 
15 
15 
17 
o 
10 
11 
24 
18 
22 
20 
7 
22 
20 
22 
5 
12 
15 
11 
13 
20 
25 
60 
60 
68 
o 
40 
44 
96 
72 
88 
80 
28 
88 
80 
88 
8 
20 
48 
60 
44 
52 
80 
100 
7 
6 
10 
5 
15 
8 
11 
9 
10 
5 
7 
8 
8 
3 
13 
o 
10 
46 
40 
67 
7 
34 
34 
100 
56 
75 
60 
67 
34 
48 
53 
33 
53 
20 
14 
87 
o 
40 
67 
Significant 
level 
n.S. 
n.s. 
n.S. 
n.s. 
n.S. 
n. s. 
n.s, 
n.s. 
n.s. 
n.s. 
.05 
.05 
.05 
.05 
.05 
.05 
.02 
.02 
.02 
.01 
.01 
.01 
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Table 9. Characteristics of the two groups in husband and wife 
relationships. The number indicates the "yes ll answers 
Items or guestions 
Habits of cheerfulness 
with husband 
Doesn't rate herself 
selfish 
Husband and wife of the 
same nationality or 
race 
Doesn't rate her husband 
selfish 
Agree on birth control 
Against birth control 
Married because of 
pregnancy 
Married for sex thrill 
Sexual relationship with 
mate before marriage 
Sexual relations with 
other boys before 
marriage 
Couples have mutual 
friends 
Couples agree on 
expenditures 
Girl's desire for a 
successful marriage 
Husband's desire for a 
successful marriage 
Friends, father and 
mother encouraged 
her to marry 
Couple had honeymoon 
Marriage for social 
status 
Marriage for security 
Agree on social 
activities 
Habits of fair play 
with husband (paying 
bills, charges made, 
etc.) 
Tolerant with husband 
Husband tolerant with 
wife 
Encouragement a get 
married factor 
Out-of-school 
In-school girls ~g~i;r7l;s~~~_____ Significant 
Number Percent Number Percent level 
6 
5 
21 
3 
5 
3 
20 
3 
19 
16 
25 
25 
14 
16 
6 
16 
20 
15 
5 
5 
28 
24 
20 
84 
12 
20 
12 
80 
12 
76 
64 
100 
100 
100 
64 
24 
64 
80 
60 
20 
20 
28 
3 
2 
2 
9 
o 
14 
4 
10 
9 
13 
14 
15 
5 
3 
8 
8 
3 
o 
o 
9 
20 
14 
14 
60 
o 
47 
7 
93 
27 
67 
60 
87 
93 
100 
20 
33 
54 
53 
20 
o 
o 
60 
n. s. 
n.S. 
n.S. 
n.S. 
n. s. 
n.s. 
n. s. 
n. s. 
n.s. 
n.s. 
n.S. 
n.s. 
n.S. 
n .s. 
n.s. 
n.S. 
n.S. 
n .S. 
n.S. 
.05 
.05 
.05 
.05 
Table 9. Continued 
Items or questions 
Needed conso lation and 
sympathy from mate 
Escape from a home with 
very little money 
Escape from a broken 
home 
Good r e lationship with 
mother 
Unhappy childhood 
Financial he l p in 
emergency from girl's 
parents 
Financial help in 
emer gency from 
spouse ' s parents 
Coupl e agree on sex 
relations 
Pregnant when married 
Use birth cont r ol 
Couple attend church 
and church activities 
Out - of-school 
In-school girls girls 
Numbe r Pe r c e n t ::N~u"'m7b"e'-r--:P:-e-r-c-e-n-'-t 
4 
2 
5 
15 
3 
21 
20 
23 
12 
16 
10 
12 
8 
20 
60 
12 
84 
80 
92 
48 
64 
40 
5 
8 
3 
7 
8 
9 
14 
1 
o 
47 
33 
53 
27 
46 
54 
46 
60 
87 
7 
o 
77 
Significant 
level 
.05 
.05 
.05 
. 05 
.05 
.05 
.05 
.02 
. 02 
.01 
.01 
Table 10. Factors which were measured to determine if ther e was 
differences between th e in-school girls staying in high 
schoo l as compared with the out-of - school girls . The 
number given was "yes " answers 
Out-of-school 
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Items or ques tions 
In-school girls girls Significan t 
A set pla ce to study 
Studied every night 
Encouraged by parents 
t o do home work 
Encouraged by teachers 
to r emain in school 
Attended school 
regularly 
School did a good job 
of t eaching sex 
e ducat i o n 
Husband gra dua t ed from 
high school 
Husband went to junior 
college 
Parents took an inter-
est in gr ades 
Did you study 
No school wo rk outside 
of class 
Parents had an idea of 
the gir l' s school 
activ i ties and work 
Parent s took a n interest 
in the girl ' s school 
work 
Pare nt s encouraged girls 
to remain in school 
Counselors encouraged 
girls t o stay in 
school 
Girls taking a college 
prepara ti on course 
Plan on graduating from 
high school 
Plan on going to college 
Receive d a provisional 
School seemed worthwhile 
Husband in school now 
More Caucasians in school 
than Negr o or Mexican 
Numbe r Percent Number Percent level 
7 
5 
10 
20 
20 
6 
11 
6 
23 
23 
4 
20 
18 
25 
16 
17 
23 
12 
14 
25 
6 
28 
20 
40 
80 
80 
24 
44 
24 
96 
96 
16 
80 
72 
100 
64 
68 
96 
48 
56 
100 
24 
3 
a 
11 
2 
3 
o 
10 
10 
10 
6 
5 
12 
9 
o 
2 
15 
10 
o 
20 
o 
60 
73 
60 
14 
20 
o 
67 
67 
66 
40 
34 
80 
60 
o 
13 
100 
67 
a 
n.s. 
n. s. 
n .S. 
n. s. 
n.S. 
n. s . 
. 05 
.05 
.05 
.05 
.05 
.02 
.02 
. 02 
.02 
. 01 
.01 
. 01 
.01 
.01 
.01 
.01 
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Table 11. Significant school data between the in-school girls and the 
out-of-school girls 
Items Significant level 
IQ .05 
Mathematics .01 
Reading .01 
Language score .01 
Non-language score .01 
T score .01 
Table 12. Church membership of girls' parents 
In-school 
Out- of- school 
In-school 
Out - of-schoo l 
In- schoo l 
Out-of-school 
No membership 
Father Mother 
#% #% 
10 40 4 16 
8 53 5 34 
Lutheran 
Father Mother 
#% #% 
4 
Methodist 
Father 
II % 
3 12 
Mother 
If % 
3 12 
13 
Catholic BaEtist 
Father Mother Father Mother 
#% #% #% #% 
5 20 4 16 3 12 9 36 
3 20 4 27 13 2 13 
Pentecostal Presbyterian 
Father Mother Father Mothe r 
#% #% #% #% 
2 8 2 8 8 8 
13 
Table 13. Nationalit y of girls ' parents 
Caucasian Ne gr o 
it % It % 
Gir1 1 s fa ther 1 s 
nationality 
In- school l3 52 28 
Out- of - school 4 26. 7 4 26 .7 
Girlls mother's 
nationality 
In- school 12 48 6 24 
Out - of - schoo l 4 26. 7 33 . 3 
Mexican Irish Italian 
~ 1/% ~
8 4 2 8 
33.3 
3 12 4 2 8 
33 . 3 6 .7 
Indian PhiliEEine 
#% it % 
6.7 
4 
French 
~
6.7 
(» 
o 
Table 14. Girl's father's occupation 
In- school 
Out - of - school 
Tab l e 15. The 
In-school 
Out - of-school 
Own business, 
professional 
and ministery 
II % 
20 
girl~s parents' 
~2 , 000-5,000 
II % 
28 
10 67 
Whit e coll ar 
worker 
II % 
8 
income 
6,000- 8 , 000 
II % 
36 
Skilled and 
unski lled 
11 % 
14 56 
10 67 
10 , 000-1 2 , 000 
II % 
3 12 
0 0 
Table 16. The girl's s pouse ' s parents' annual income 
$2,000-5,000 6 , 000-8,000 10 , 000- 12 , 000 
II % II % II % 
In-school 9 36 10 40 8 
Out-of - school 10 67.5 7 . 5 o o 
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Unknown 
no contact 
with father 
11 % 
16 
4 26 
Didn ' t know 
11 % 
6 24 
4 26 
Don ' t know 
II % 
4 16 
4 25 
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Table 17. Church membership of the girls 
None 
if % 
Lutheran 
If % 
Catholic 
if % 
Baptist 
if % 
Unitarian 
If % 
In- school 
Out - of-school 
In - school 
Out - of-schoo l 
2 8 
46 
Methodist 
il % 
3 12 
6 
4 
4 
Pentecostal 
il % 
4 
8 12 40 
28 14 
Presbyterian 
il % 
2 8 
6 
Table 18 . The girl's husband's income per month 
No (self) 
i ncome ~100-150 200-250 300 - 350 400- 450 
if % if % ~~~
In- school 4 16 4 16 2 8 4 16 4 16 
Ou t- of-school 40 13 3 20 
Tabl e 19 . The girl's husband ' s occupation 
In - school 
Out - of- schoo l 
White collar 
c l erical 
If % 
28 
Labor 
unskilled 
if % 
8 32 
3 21 
Labor 
skilled 
#% 
6 24 
5 32 
Armed 
service 
#% 
4 
550-600 
~
28 
13 
Unemployed 
on welfare 
If % 
4 16 
6 40 
Note: The i n- schoo l group had five students in schoo l , t hree in high 
schoo l and two i n Junior College. 
Table 20. Characteristics which had a significant diffe r ence between the in-school girls and the 
Dut - af - school girls in home environment. The number indicates the "yes " answers 
In-schoo l 
Out-of-school 
Didn ' t 
indulge 
IF % 
4 16 
Premar ital sex among church attend ers and 
Attended church 
Indulged 
Pregnant 
{I % not pregnant {I % 
6 24 8 
13 
Pregnant 
IF % 
6 24 
13 87 
non-church attenders 
Non-church at tenders 
Didn't Indulged 
indu lge no t :ere gnan t 
IF % {I % 
4 5 20 
Othera 
aIn-school group had 1 husband sterile which is equal to 4 percent . This was significant at the .02 level. 
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